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Biography. 


THE BIOGRAPHY OF SAMSON. 


THE biography of Samfon is deferving of attention; not 
fo much on account of his piety and prudence, as difplaying the 
deftructive confequences of a connexion with wicked, unprincipled 
women. The remarks of Solomon on this fubject are impreflively 
exemplified in the life and death of Samfon, Every misfortune 
in life and its premature termination may be traced to his mif- 

laced confidence and injudicious connexion with that clafs of 
females who hunt for the precious life. Wis conception and birth 
were announced to his parents by an angel. ‘The defign of Prov- 
idence in raifing up Samfon feems to be, not to exhibit a correct 
example for the imitation of pofterity, but in that barbarous age 
and divided nation, to check, by fingular exploits and perfonal 
ftrength, the encroachments of the Philiftines. Both the virtue 
and civilization of Ifrael feem at this inaufpicious period at the 


loweft point of depreffion. Uncultivated and divided they could — 


derive. but little advantage from the dictates of political wifdom. 
Perfonal courage and ttrength are the belt qualifications in a 
chief who muft fight the battles of a difperfedy broken people. In 
the death of Jofhua, the Ifraelites lott their father, guide and de- 
fence. Ina fhort time after, they were convulfed with internal 
divifions and civil diffenfious.. A mutual jealoufy feems to have 
fubfifted between the different tribes, and all means of defence 
were neglected. The confequence of which was, they fell a prey 
to the furrounding nations. Thefe favage hordes poured in upon 
them like the northern barbarians upon the Roman empire, and 
fettled themfelves in their country. In this depreffed, divided ftate, 
little was done, for many ages, effectually, to prevent thefe barbar- 
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ous incurfions. The efforts of one valiant chief, with his few ad- 
herents, could oppofe no lafting barrier again{t the depredations 
of increafing multitudes. It was neceflary that the whole number 
and ftrength of Ifrael fhould be united under one head, fuccefsful- 
ly to oppofe their numerous invaders. ‘The highly democratic 
ftate of .that people placed fuch anevent ata great diltance. 
While their leaders had authority but for the moment, and the 
command only for the occafion, little could be done for the public 
defence. He who delivered them from Egyptian bondage did not 
forget them ; but through the period of four hundred years, raifed 
them up occafional deliverers, who by their perfonal efforts meli- 
erated their fervitude, and fometimes raifed them to a temporary 
independence. 

Samfon was one of thefe occafional deliverers, whom Provi- 
dence brought forward to relieve the burdens of his chofen people 
when ina ftate of entire fubjugation to the Philiftines. That 
form of government pretcribed by Mofes feems through this peri- 
od to have been unorganized. This form recognized the high 
prieft as the fupreme head of the nation, under God. In this peri- 
od, they feem to have had no high prielt; therefore no conftitu- 
tional head, under whom the energies of the nation could be con- 
eentrated and called forth. In the time of Samfon, the nation was 
fo divided and depreffed, that his own preternatural ftrength and 
courage were the only allies which he could bring agaimft the 
common enemy. Without an army to command, he was an hott 
himfelf: and for his victories he was indebted to no human power 
but his own. 

Samfon was declared a Nazarite by the angel who announced his 
conception ; that is, one confecrated, or defignated to a particular 
work. While we believe his divine defignation, fuch belief impofes 
no neceflity for vindicating in all refpects his religious charaéter. St. 
Paul, by adverting to Samfon as one influenced by the great princi- 
ple of faith, has fanctionéd his ci.vacer asa good man. Suill his 
biography will difplay his imprudence. The childhood and youth 
of Samfon are pafled over in filence ; and the firft occurrence of his 
life on record is his marriage with a woman of Timnah. Notwith- 
ftanding the remonftrances of his father, he proceeded to form 
this inan{picious connexion, which procured him only difappoint- 
ment and mortification. ‘This woman, being a Philiftine, retained 
all her national] prejudices, which were difcovered: at the marriage 
feaft, by revealing to her countrymen the riddle propofed by her 
bufband. As he went up to folemnize this unfortunate marriage, he 
found a clufter of bees in the carcafs of a lion which he had before 
flain. This incident furnifhed him with an enigma, which he pro- 
pofed on a wager to the fagacity of his marriage gucits. The 
ftipulated period in which it was to be unravelled had now nearly 
apie. Defpairing of their own threwdnefs, they addretled mee 
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felves to the bride, expecting more fuccefs from the importunity 
and tears of a deceitful woman, than from themfelves. She, by 
practiling thofe female arts which have impofed on better men, 
obtained the fecret, and communicated it to her countrymen. 

‘T'o pay his forfeiture, Samfon had recourfe to his preternatural 
ftrength, and went to a village of the Philiftines and flew thirty 
men, and took their raiment and difcharged his engagement. ‘This 
fingular tranfaction loft him his wife, and involved him in a lafting 
contention with the enemies of his country. Little indeed could 
he expect from a connexion, contrary to the exprefs law of God ; 
and it would feem that he would not have conneéted himfelf with 
one equally the foe of his country and religion. But how common 
is it to fee fenfible and we hope pious men, forming fuch connex- 
ions as reft upon no reciprocity in age, education, manners or re- 
hgion. Such connexions are peculiarly unfortunate, not to fay 
criminal in minifters of religion. Inftead of being a help meet 
for them, fuch companions are a perpetual embarraffment in all 
the minilterial fun@ions. ‘The mere want of piety in fuch a cafe 
isa calamity. A chill is diffufed through all the devotions of the 
family ; and its pernicious effects will be felt even in the defk. 

If Samfon was a pious man, he was the less pious for his fe- 
male connexions : and indeed they were the fources of all his mif- 
fortunes. ‘The harlot’s lap isa dreadful place for a good man} 
for fhe hath caft down many flrong men wounded. When Samfon 
found himfelf denied all intercourfe with his wife, he undertook a 
general vengeance on her countrymen by confuming their ftand- 
ing corn with fire. This fingular mode of retaliation fo excited 
the indignation of the oppreffors of his country, that they came 
down and wreaked their vengeance on his wife and her family, 
confuming them all with fire ; probably concluding them acceflo- 
ries with Samfon. 

’ His laft female connexion, which. was formed among the ene- 
mies of his country, proved both to him and the Philiftines the 
mott unfortunate. By this time, Samfon’s preternatural ftrength 
was univerfaily known and dreaded. ‘To difcover in what it con- 
fitted, and how it might be impaired, were difcoveries of the high 
éft importance to the fafety of their country, and even to the fe- 
curity of their lives. They had experienced the mott deftructive 
effe&s from the moft contemptible weapon when wielded by his 
nervous arm. He had left the moft lafting impreflions on the 
minds of his enemies, of the danger of provoking fuch a foe, 
while poffeffed of his refiftlefs might. When, therefore, Samfon 
made his addreffes to Delilah, her countrymen, knowing that her 
character correfponded to the import of her name,* embraced the 
occafion with avidity to obtain through the folicitation of his mif- 
trefs the important fecret. When fhe fuppofed him fufficiently at- 
tached, as one interefted in all his circumiftances, fhe folicited him 
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to impart to her, his bofom friend, a fecret which fhe fhould be as 
much concerned to keep as himifelf.. For a time he ftood firm, and 
refolutely denied her requeft. Had he continued to do thus; had 
he not defcended to f{pecify methods by which he might be over- 
come, though thefe methods were only pretended, to gain a mo- 
ment’s refpite from the wearifome importunity of a treacherous 
woman, he would not have fallen a facrifice to female artifice. 
The danger of playing with the ferpent is impreflively difplayed 
in the dreadful confequences of Samfon’s trifling with this artful 
woman. Finding that he condefcended to name expedients, and 
that he did not name to her the real methods of reducing his 
ftrength, fhe could plead againft him his want of truth and fincer- 
ity. By naming even a falfe expedient, he committed himielf, 
and conceded to her peculiar advantages to effec his deft: uction, 
After every expedient had failed, fhe had recourfe to the harlot’s 
laft refort, fupplication and tears. ‘Thefe obtained her the viétory, 
and he imparted all his heart. From his franknefs, fhe was per- 
fuaded he had communicated the fecret. She therefore fent to 
the Philiftines, requefting their attendance only once more: aflur- 
ing them that his communications might be improved to effectuate 
his.ruin, and rid themfelves of a deftructive foe. Their attendance 
was promptly given; and that they might be ready to fall upon 
their debilitated foe, they were fecreted in her chamber. With 
the blandifhments of the ferpent when he facinates the filly bird, 
and draws it into his poifonous jaws, fo ithe perfuades him to fleep 
in her lap, as a place of perfect fecurity: As the deceitful croco- 
dile can affeét the voice of commiferation and diftrefs, and then 
convert himfelf into a feat for the weary traveller, who, while re- 
frefhing himielf, is uncxpeétedly fwallowed up by his deceiver. 
The harlot’s lap is as fatal as the ferpent’s tooth, or the voracious 


jaws of the crocodile. While Samfon enjoyed, as he imagined, 


the carefles of a fincere friend, he was the dupe of the moft deceit- 
ful and treacherous woman. While wrapped in fleep, fhe, whofe 
hands*are as bands and fnares, applies the fatal fhears, and fepa- 
xates from his head thofe locks on which his preternatural rod." 
depended. She, with the voice of pretended anxiety for his fafety, 
exclaims, * Sampfon, the Philiflines be upon thee.” He awoke un- 
confcious of the change. Even good men are not immediately 
fenfible of the dreadful ‘confequences of fleeping in the hariot’s 
Jap. They, like Samfon, may feel no immediate diminution of 
their ftrength, but they never fail to become an eafier prey to fur- 
rounding enemics. Perhaps one important defign of Samfon’s 
hiftory is to difplay the danger of finful indulgence. ‘To this end 
it is certainly well adapted. ‘The man who takes one wrong ftep, 


is propeNed almoft irrefiftibly to take a fecond, and third, and 
fourth. So headlong is the downward road. No fin, perhaps, is 
attended with confequences fo fatal to prefent peace, and with fo 
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little hope of future reformation as a connexion with a licentious 
woman. Her heufe: is emphatically the way io death, and her paths 
take bold on kell. None who go unto her return egain, neither take 

they hold of the path of life. When the harlot-had taken Saméon in 
‘ies {nare it became eaty for the Philiftines.to put upon him their fete 
ters of brafs. When fhe had blinded his underftanding and heart, 
it was eafy for his enemies to put out his eyes and lead him a help- 
jefs captive to the dungeon. Oh, Samfon, how art thou fallen! 
fallen by the arts of the harlot. Is not her end bitter as wormwood, 
and tharp as a two-edged {word ?) While the Philiftine armies trem- 
bled at thy name and exploits; while heaps of flain marked thy 
fteps, thou hait falien, not on the bloody field, not contending for 
the liberties of thy country, but thou hatt fallen, and fallen inglori- 
oufly by fleeping in the harlot’s lap! Well may the uncircumcifed 
triumph. Our god, faid they, has delivered our enemy and the deftroyer 
of our country into our hand. Dagon mutt have the glory, and coitly 
facrifices muft be offered to his divinit y- But they had no need to 
introduce Dagon. ‘There was no knot in the degradation and ru- 
in of Samfon worthy of a deity to untie. All was a matter of 
courfe, following his connexion with an infidious, profligate wos 
man. A day was appointed to render public thanks to their di- 
vinity. ‘The greatnefs of the occafion brought a numerous throng 
of Dagon’s devotees, who crowded his temple. ‘To heighten the 
fatisfaction of the day, Samfon is produced and placed in fuch a 
fituation that the worfhippers might fee this once refiltlefs foe in a 
Rate of captivity and blindnefs. And perhaps Dagon himfelf 
might {mile te fee Iirael’s champion led in chains to his temple, 
asa trophy of his power. If Dagon derived no pleafure from fee- 
ing a degraded foe, yet furely his worfhippers did: Sam/on made them 
Jport. His indignant feelings were excited by his mortifying fitu- 
ation. ‘Though he could not fee the pointed finger, he could hear 
over his head the loud, contemptuous laugh. Samfon was permit- 
ted to lean againft the pillars on which the temple ftood. Defirous 
once More to avenge himfelf on the enemies of hiscountry, he calls 
on Ifrael’s God, to infpire him with itrength equal to the great ocs 
cafion. He then bowed himfelf with all his might, and /aid, Let 
me die with them. Inftantly the enormous pile, with thoufands 
who filled it, fell to the ground, and under its cumbrous ruins bu- 
ried Samfon with a multitude of Dagon’s worfhippers: So that 
thofe whom he flew at his death were more than thofe whom be flew im 
his life. Thus clofed the fingular life and exploits of Samfon who 
had judged Ifrael twenty years. 

Thefe biographical remarks willlead to the following obfer- 
vations. 

1, That no ftrength of body or mind can fecure a man again 
the confequences of folly and imprudence. ‘The lofs of virtue is 
the lofs of eee thing. No endowments of body or mind can en- 
fure 
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fure peace and happinefs without prudence. Samfon’s ftrength 
was no fecurity when he gave up himfelf to vagrant delires, and to 
the direction of an unprincipled woman. Men of the greatelt tal- 
ents and virtue have been unable to prevent the ruinous eflects of . 
fin and imprudence. Not the ftrength of Samion, nor the virtues 
of David, nor the wifdom of Solomon could prevent the evil confe- 
quences of their criminal connexions. Some lins are more direétly 
productive of ruin in this world than others; and experience has 
determined that no vice is more immediately connected with ruin 
than Samion’s. The aduiltrefs hunteih for the precious life, and of- 
ten indeed has this coltly facrifice been made to her by the man 
void of underftanding. The government of God forbids the ex- 

étation of final impunity in the pradtice of any fin; and the 
prefent delay of punifhment is not even a prefumptive argument 
again{t its taking place in fome future period even in this life. 
Samfon’s connexion with the harlot of Gaza was the firlt and 
ftrong link in that chain of caufes which dragged him a blind, 
helpleis captive to the temple of Dagon. 

2. ‘The importance of virtue and fincerity in a female connex- 


ion is impreflively difplayed in the hitory of Samfon. No fubiti- 


tute for thefe in a female has ever been found. The court and 
ball room have proclaimed their refpective powers in forming the 
female mind and manners to render her a// accomplifhed without 
virtue and fincerity. But obfervation has fhown that thete fchools 
only furniih her with more polifhed weapons for conquett and 
ruin. ‘The charm of the ferpent, while it renders him more pleal- 
ing, makes him the more dangerous. No talents, nor accomplith- 
ments in a female, are worth pofleffion without a virtuous heart. 
The man who fondly calls them his own will probably, when too 
late; lament the phantom which he has embraced. Had Eve 
maintained her virtue Adam had not fallen. 
AGATHOS, 
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Religious Communications. 
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BRIEF SURVEY OF ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY, IN A SERIES OF LET» 
TERS TO A STUDENT IN UNIVERSITY, BY HIS FATHER. 





Letter V. Century IV. 


Continued from page 212. 

My dear Son, 
HAVING paffed in review the principal events which happen- 
ed to the Chrittian church, during the third century, thofe of the 
fourth century will now claim your attention. | 


In 
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In the beginning of this century, the church enjoyed an agree- 
able calm. But this tranquil flate was of but fhort continuance. 

Dioclefian, the Roman emperor, ftrongly folicited from various 
quarters, to take an active part againit the Chriflians, was at 
length prevailed upon to iffue an order to pull down their church- 
es; to’ burn all their books and writings; to deprive them of all 
their civil rights and privileges, and to render them incapable of 
any civil honours, or promotion. ‘This decree, althoygh it did 
not extend diredtly to the lives of Chriitians, yet it proved fatal 
to many of them; particularly to thofe who refuted to deliver the 
facred books and records, in their poffefion, into the hands of the 
magillrates. 

Not long after this, a fire breaking out in the palace of the em- 
peror, he was perfuaded into the belief that the Chriltians were 
the caufe of it. He accordingly iflued an edict, by which vaft 
numbers of them were punifhed and tormented in the molt inhu- 
man and infamous manner. Other enormities were alfo attributed 
to the Chriftians, of which they were innocent. This produced 
a new edict againft them, ordering all the bifhops and minifters 
of the Chriftian church to be calt-into prifon. ‘This, not fatisfy- 
ing their cruel and unrelenting perfecutors, a third edict was foon 
ifued, by which it was ordered that the moft infupportable tor- 
ments fhould be inflicted, to force thefe venerable captives, thefe 
fupporters of the Chriftian church, to renounce their religion and 
to do homage, by facrifices, to the heathen gods. Severe and 
cruel as were thefe proceedings, they did not produce the defigned 
effet. They, however, deprived the church of great numbers of 
its molt ftable pillars‘and brighteft ornaments. 

Soon after this horrible perfecution, a fourth edié was publifhed 
by the fame emperor, Dioclefian, by which the magiftrates were 
commiffioned and required to compel all the Chriftians, without 
diftinétion of rank or fex, to facrifice to the heathen deities. They 
were authorifed, in the execution of their commiflion, to employ 
all forts of torments in order to drive them to this act of apoltafy 
from the Chriltian faith. ) 

The diligence of the Roman magiftrates, in the execution of 
this inhuman decree, reduced the affairs of the Chriftians to the 
mott diftrefling fituation ; and it had proved fatal to the Chriftian 
caufe, were it not that there was One to proteé it, who is higher 
than the higheft earthly potentate. Chrift was the guardian of 
his own church, and the protector of his own caufe. 

In this diftreffed fituation of the Chriftians, divine Providence 
was preparing for them more ferene and happy days. ‘That God, 
who maketh the wrath of man to praife him, and who changeth 
the times and feafons, was pleafed to put the Roman empire inte 
a {tate of tumult and convulfion, which foon terminated in the 


elevation of Conftantine, furnamed the Great, to the imperial - 


diguity. Although 
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Although this emperor had hitherto difcovered no religious 
principles of any kind, he now openly embraced Chriftianity, in 
confequence, i it is faid, of a miraculous crofs which appeared to him, 
in the air, as he was.marching towards Rome with an army to 
attack Mexentius, one of his rivals. . That Conftantine really faw 
this crofs, in the air, about noomday, he molt folemnly declared; 
nor does the reality of this extraordinary vifion appear to be 
doubted by very refpectable and judicious writers on the fubjed, 
But whether this wonderful phenomenon, admitting the truth of 
its appearance, was the only occafion of Conftantine’s converfion 
to. Chriftianity, does not admit of fatisf: actory decifion. 

During the former part of Conftantine’s adminiftration, Licini- 
us, another emperor, thared with him in the management of pub- 
lic affairs. This circumfance operated, in fome degree, unfavoura- 
bly to the Chriftians. But after the death of Licinius, Conttantine 
had the fole direction of affairs. Under his aufpicious adminiftra- 
tion the Chriftian caufe made rapid progrefs. 

This zealous prince wamoyes all the refources of his genius ; 
all the authority of his Jaws; ail te engaging charms of his 

muniticence and liberality, to deftroy the fuperftition and idolatry 


of paganifm, and to propagate the glorious doétrines of the gofpel 


in every part of his widely extended empire. 

Conitantine, at his death, left three fons, who were put into 
poflefiion of the empire. They all followed the example of their 
father in abrogating idolatry, and in accelerating the progrefs ot 
the Chriltian religion throughout the empire. 

After the death of the fons of Conftantine the great, Julius 
Conftantius, who is generally known by the name of Julian, the 
apoltate, was placed at the head of the empire. This emperor, al- 
though he had been educated in the Chriftian religion, apoftatized 
from it; became its bittereft enemy, and ufed his utmoft endeav- 
ours to reltore pagan fuperiftition and idolatry to its former credit 
among his fubjects. By art and ftratagem, he endeavoured to un- 
dermine the church. He took away the privileges ‘which had 
been granted to the Chriftians by his predeceffors, fhut up the 
fchools of learning, and encauraged fectaries and divifions. 

This Julian, as before obferved, had been educated a Chriftian. 
Of courfe the predi&ion of our Saviour, Luke xxi. 24; was, it 
cannot reafonably be doubted, known to him: “ Jerufalem fhull 
be trodden down of the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles 
be fulfilled ;’’ thatis, Jerufalem fhall not be rebuilt, until the Gen- 
tile world fhall be converted to the Chriftian faith.. Julian, ac- 
quainted with this prediation of Chrif, and wifhing to bring the 
Chriftian religion into contempt, and expofe its Author to derifion, 
by proving the. prediction falfe, encouraged the Jews to rebuild 
the temple at Jerufalem. But no fooner had they fet about this 
great work, than they were forced to defift; for while they were 
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removing the rubbifh to lay the foundation of the building, formi- 
dable bolts of fire, ifluing from the ground with dreadful noife, 
difperfed both the works and the workmen. In addition to this, 
repeated earthquakes filled the fpectators of the furprifing fcene 
with terror and difmay. This fignal and miraculous event is at- 
tefted in a manner which renders the evidence of its truth irre- 
fiftibly convincing. ‘Thus was this impious apoftate confounded 
by his own devices. 

The fucceffors of Julian, in this century, were profeffors of the 
Chriftian religion. And notwithftanding Chrittians, from various 
caufes, fuffered perfecution, and were fubjeé& to feveral embar- 
raflments, yet the moft vigorous and effectual meafures were taken 
by the emperors, particularly by Theodofius the great, to extir- 
pate heathen fuperftition and idolatry, and every where to {pread 
and extend the triumphs of the Redeemer’s crofs. The effect was, 
that towards the clofe of this century, paganifm had greatly de- 
clined, and the religion of Jefus becamie proportionably eftablifhed. 

As to the ftate of literature and fcience, in this century, but lit- 
tie can be faid to its advantage. However, teveral branches of 
fcience were cultivated both by Chriftians and heathens, yet but 
few attained to any confiderable diftin@tion in literary fame. 
Eloquence, poetry, hiftory, &c. were far from being ftudied and 
improved to the degree they were in the Atguftan age, or at the 
time of our Saviour’s birth. The philofophy of this period was 
principally the Platonic, or that of which Plato was the founder. 
It was a ftrange medley of wifdom and folly. With refpect to 
the Chriftians of this period, it is to be obferved, that however they 
were, in many inftanees, illiterate, they, in general, applied them- 
felves with more zeal to the ftudy of the liberal arts, than they 
formerly had done. And to the honour of the Roman emperors it 
isto be mentioned, that, in this period, they greatly exerted them- 
felves to excite and maintaina fpirit of literary emulation among 
the profeffors of Chriftianity. For this purpofe fchools werg eltab- 
lifhed in many places. | Libraries were alfo erected, and men of 
learning and genius were encouraged and rewarded. 

As to the government of the church, it is to be obferved, that, 
although the alterations introduced into it were not great, yet 
they were fuch, as to prove not a little injurious in their,effects to 
Chriftianity. Conftantine, the great, aflumed to himfelf the fu- 
preme power over the church, and the right of modelling and 
governing it in fuch a manner, as he fhould judge moft condu~- 
cive to the general good. ‘The people, however, retained and ex 
ercifed their right in choofing their own teachers ; and the bifhops 
or minifters of churches managed, in a good degree, the ecclefi- 
aftical affairs of their refpedtive diftricts, in council, with the pref- 
byters or inferior officers ; yet with due regard to the fuffrages or 
votes of the whole of the people. In 
Vol. °V. No. 7. Fr 
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In this century, @cumenical councils were eftablifhed. In thefe 
councils, deputies or repreientatives from every part of the Chrif- 
tian world affembled, to confult upon the general intereft of Chrifz 
tianity ; to pafs fuch laws and to eftablifh fuch cultoms, as fhould 
be deemed moft conducive to the benefit and profperity of the 
chureh. However well intended thefe councils might have been, 
and however beneficial they might be, if duly regulated, certain 
it is, that they laid the foundation for much of that controverfy, 
and of thofe warm and unhappy debates, which, in after times, 
greatly difturbed and agitated the church. 

The bithops or minifters of feveral churches, patticularly thofe 
of Rome, Antioch, Alexandria, and Conftantinople, were elevated 
to a rank and authority above their brethren. | And, indeed, the 
authority exercifed by many of the bifhops, or minilters, operated 
unfavourably to the rights and privileges of the fubordinate offi- 
cers in the church, and to thofe of the private members in general. 
This power of the clergy continued to increafe, and was fo ufed 
that, towards the clofe of this century, the ancient government and 
difcipline of the church underwent a very great revolution. 

The authority of the bifhepjof Rome appears to have been fu-. 
perior to that of the bifhops of any other cities. This arofe from 
the coincidence of feveral adventitious circumfltances; and it 
is to be obferved, that, in this century, feveral of thofe fteps were 
laid, by which the bifhops of Rome. afterwards mounted to the 
fummit of ecclefiaftical power and defpotifm. Nor is it to be dif- 
guifed that, with the increafe of power, many of the bifhops, par- 
ticularly thofe of large cities, became poffeffed of wealth and an 
unreafonable fhare of civil honours and advantages. Thefe, in 
many inftances, did not fail of producing various kinds of luxu- 
ries and vices uffbecoming the Chriftian character, and efpecially 
the character of the minifters of the meck and humble Jefus. 

But notwithftanding thefe evils, many of the clergy were men 
of diitinguifhed piety, learning and zeal. Several among them 
were famous for their writings. Among thefe,: were Eufebius, 
Athanafius, Bafil, Chryfottom, Epiphanius, &c. 

The fundamenta' principles of the Chriftian religion were pre- 
ferved, until this century, in a great degree of purity. But now 
it began to be very confiderably corrupted. Nor did the cor- 
ruption remain flationary, but greatly increafed. Extravagant 
veneration was.paid to departed faints; and the belief of a pur- 
gatory, or a certain fire, deftined to purify departed fouls, began 
to prevail. The Chriftian worfhip was loaded with gaudy and 
oftentatious rites and ceremonies. Frequent pilgrimages were 

undertaken to the holy land, or the land of Judea; and to the 
tombs of the martyrs. Quaprtities of earth or duft were brought 
from the holy land by the pilgrims, and handed about from one 
to another, as the moft powerful remedies againft the aflaults of 
wicked 
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wicked fpirits, &c. This holy earth or duft was fold and bought 
every where at enormous prices. Such was the power of fuperiti- 
tion, and of zeal without knowledge. 

From thefe facts it will eafily be perceived, that while in fome 
refpects the church realized advantages from the peace and prof- 
perity fecured by Conitantine, in other refpects it received great 
detriment. No fooner were Chrilitans every where protested by 
this emperor, and the greateft advantages conferred upon them, 
than they began to be “ exalted above meafure, and become vain 
in their imaginations.” ‘Their attachment to, and zeal for the 
purity of the gofpel fuffered great diminution. In his bett eftate, 
how vain is man! 

Many were the errors, in doctrine or fenttment, which crept 
into the church towards the clofe of this century. To enumer- 
ate them, or the controverfies which they occafioned, would be 
tedious. Of the many errors which infefted the Chriftian church, 
and which proved highly injurious to its real intereft, I thall, in 
this place, mention but two. The firft of thefe was, that it was an 
ad of virtue to deceive and lie, when, by that mean, the interefls of the 
church might be promoted. The other was, that errors in religion, 
when maintained and adhered to, after proper admonition, were punifha- 
ble with civil penalties and bodily tortures. 

When we calt an eye upon the lives and morals of Chriftians, 
or thofe who bore the Chriftian name, at this period, we fhall ob- 
ferve a mixture of good and evil; fome, eminent for their piety ; 
others, infamous for their crimes. ‘The number, however, of im- 
moral and unworthy profeflors began fo to increafe, that the ex- 
amples of diftinguifhed piety or godlinefs became, comparatively, 
very rare. At the clofe of this century, the church, notwith{tand- 
ing its limits were greatly extended, was awfully overfpread with 
moral darkneis. 

The religious rites and ceremonies ufed in the church, during 
this century, were numerous. ‘The appendages of public worthip 
were very pompous and {plendid. Gorgeous robes and mitres, 
wax tapers and proaceitlions, images, and gold and filver veffels, and 
many fuch circumftances of pageantry were to be found in Chrif- 
tian churches, as well as in heathen temples. Indeed, many of 
the rites of the Chriftian worfhip were better adapted to pleafe the 
eye and ftrike the imagination, than to kindle in the heart the 
pure and facred flame of devotion. Feftivals and holidays were 
greatly increafed. But thete days, fet apart for religious exercifes, 
were, by multitudes, fhamefully_ fquandered away in indolence, 
voluptuoufnefs and criminal puriuits. Salt began now to be uted 
in the adminiftration of baptiim as a fymbol of purity and wifdom. 
With this view it was thrown into the mouth of the baptifed per- 
fon. The fubjeéts of baptifm were alfo anointed immediately 
before and after the ordinance was adminiftered ; and after ad- 
miflion 
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miffion into the church, they were required to be clothed in white 
garments, forthe fpace of feven days. Many other fuperttitious 
rites and ceremonies were adopted, with the recital of which I 
will not trouble you. 

The divifions and controverfies in the church were not lefs nu- 
merous than the rites and ceremonies. Many were the debates 
among Chriftians with refpect to the 'Frinity, which were carried 
on with great heat, and with many words, without much ligi :t or 
knowledge. The Arian doétrine originated in this period, by 
Arius, a man of a fubtle turn, and of diflinguifhed eloquence. 
The leading fentiment in this doétrine was, that Chrift was a cre- 
ated being, and therefore inferior to the Father, both in nature 
and in dignity. ‘This fentiment of Arius, concerning the character 
of the Son of God, was accompanied and intimately connected 
with feveral other fentiments, which clafhed with thofe which 
were commonly received by Chri(tians. 

The opinions of Arius, foon after they were divulged, were em- 
braced and advocated by great numbers in the Chriitian church ; 
particularly in Egypt and in the neighbouring provinces. ‘This cir- 
cumftance excited much alarm among thofe who were oppofed to 
the Arian herefy. Warm aad violent difputes arofe. At the head 
of the difputants were Arius on the one fide, and Athanafius on 
the other. At length a general council was convened by the 
emperor Conftantine, to fettle the difputes. The refult of this 
council was the condemnation and banifhment of Arius. ‘This 
decifion, and the execution of it, excited fuch difturbance and tu- 
mult among the Arian party, that the emperor thought proper 
focn to recal Arius from banifhment, and to reftore him to his 
former rank and office. This event gave fuch ftrength to the 
Arjan party, that the refult was the depofing and banifhment of 
Athanafius, the head of the Trinitarian party. Hence arofe per- 
petual animofities and feditions, treacheries, plots, and open aéts 
of violence and injuftice between the two contending ‘parties. 
Council was aflembled againft council, whofe jarring and contra- 
dictoxvy decrees fpread perplexity and confufion throughout the 
Chriftian world. This leading controverfy occafioned the rife 
and fpread of a great variety of divifions and herefies, which were 

attended with many immediate unhappy confequences, and paved 
the way for others, which proved highly injurious to the Chriftian 
caufe. 

Having briefly exhibited to your view the moft remarkable oc- 
currences which happened in the Chriftian church, during this cen- 
tury, I will detain you but a few moments longer with ieveral 
brief remarks. 

Whence happened it, that the Chriftians, in the beginning of 
this century, under the ‘reign of Dioclefian, were fo frequently 
perfecuted and fo cruelly entreated; that the mof vigorous ex- 
ertions 
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ertions were made to demolifh their churches, to deftroy their fa- 
cred writings, and to compel them to renounce the Chriftian 
faith? &c. Were thofe Chriftians peftilent citizens, difturbers of 
the public peace, or difloyal fubjects? Had they embraced a re« 
ligion whole tendency it was to produce diforder and confufion 
in fociety, or to injure either the individual or the community ? 
Were their facred books and records chargeable with any {editious 
defigns or purpofes? or did they contain any doétrines, precepts 
and inftitutions, unreafonable and fuperftitious? In all thefe par- 
ticulars, the reverfe was indeed the truth. The general charaéer 
of the Chriftians, at that period, was diltinguifhed for regularity 
of habit, and peageable fubmiflion to government ; and their fa- 
cred books contained no doétrines, precepts or inftitutions, but 
fuch as were “ juft to God and fafe for man ;” none but fuch as 
were eminently calculated to diffufe univerfal benevolence among 
men. Yet were thefe Chriftians and their religion the obje& of 
the moft inveterate malice and rancour to the world around 
them. They were hated ; they were perfecuted ; they were mar- 
tvred on account of their religion, and their religion was hated on 
account of its purity and divine excellence. How awful is the de- 
pravity of the unfanctified heart ! How horrible its charaéter! The 
{cripture fpeaks but the language of truth and fobernefs when it 
aflures us, that natural or unrenewed men are filled with all un- 
righteoufnefs ; that the poifon of afps is under their lips ; that 
their feet are fwift to fhed blood ; that deftruction and mifery are 
in their ways. Surely madnefs mult be in their hearts, and their 
minds enmity againft God, againft his caufe, and againft every 
thing that is fpiritually good. How deformed, how fhocking is 
this delineation of unfan¢tified nature! But to whom does it ap- 
ply? Exclufively to individuals of “ the bafer fort,” or exclufively 
to the idolatrous heathen? Are we, my fon, or are any who are 
denominated Chriftians, better than they? ** No, in no wife.” 
Such, by nature, is our charaéter. By nature we are all children of 
' wrath; children of difobedience ; enemies to God and to the 
' crofs of Chrift. ‘ We are hateful and hating one another.” * As 
in water face anfwereth to face, fo does the heart of man te man.” 
The charaéter of an individual wicked man is the charaéter belong- 
_ ing to the whole fpecies. The vifible difference in the external 
_ charaéer of the wicked does not arife from any radical difference 
| astotheinner man of the heart. Here, every imagination is only evil 
continually. If in a former letter I have made remarks fimilar to 
the foregoing, you will not, I truft, confider this repetition of them 
as needlefs or unimportant. It is of the laft importance that you 
| fhould form correé ideas of the nature and extent of finful de- 
pravity ; that you fhould know and feel yourfelf to be “ exceed- 
ingly finful,” as otherwife there can be no hope of your repent- 
ance and reeonciliation to God, if yet you remain in the bonds of 
iniquity. 
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iniquity. O my fon! it is my heart’s defire and prayer to God, 
that he would, in mercy to your foul, teach you the plague of 
your own heart; that he would caule you to accept the punifh. 
ment of your iniquity, and make you a meet fubject for his heay. 
enly kingdom. 3 

Does not the prefervation of the Chriftian fcriptures, and of the 
Chriftian church from deftruction, when every exertion of malice, 
ef ‘authority, and of power was made to effect their deftruion, 
clearly evince, that thofe fcriptures were from Heaven, and under 
the fpecial protection of the great Head of the church ? and that 
the church itfelf was firmly eftablifhed on the Rock of everlalling 
ages? What but the fpecial providence of God could have 
preferved the one on the other, under the cireumitances which 
have been mentioned? Have we not the molt plenary evidence 
that the holy fcriptures are indeed a revelation trom Heaven, and 
that their glorious light will never be extinguifhed? That the 
shurch of Chrift is fo eftablifhed, that the gates of hell will never 
prevail againft it? To doubt in either of thefe cafes would betray 
that infidelity, which is utterly unbecoming the Chriltian character, 

The extraordinary converfion of Conftantine the great, through 
the inftrumentality of a miraculous crofs exhibited to his view in the 
air, at mid-day, (admitting that event to have taken piace ) will lead 
you to reflect, that the Holy One of Iirael is not limited in his opera. 
trons, or in the means by which he carries into effe& the purpofes 
of his grace. For the accomplifhing of thefe purpofes he em- 
ploys whatever meats or inftruments he fees fit. ‘Thefe in the 
conviction and converfion of finners may be either extraordinary 
and miraculous, or ordinary, and in appearance even the moft weak 
and contemptible. Means or inftruments to accompliih thefe pur. 
pofes are, for the moft part, perhaps invariably uted ; but in fe- 
Testing them God atts as a fovereign. In endeavouring, then, to 
afcertain whether we, or others, are the fubjects of the renovating 
grace of God, itis of but little, if of any confequence to inquire, 
what was the inftrumental caufe of awakening and ferious im- 
preffions upon the mind. The great inquiry fhould be, what is 
the nature, atid what are the effects of thofe impreflions ? I would 
however fuggeft, whether fuppofed converfions, occafioned by 
any extraordinary means, or accompanied by very fingular cir. 
cumftances, are not, generally, of a more doubtful nature, than 
thofe which take place through the inftrumentality of more ordi- 
nary means, and are accompanied with no very extraordinary and 
marvellous circumitances? From well authenticated facts, and 
from perfonal obfervation, I do not hefitate to decide in the afhirm- 
‘ative. But whatever be the means employed in accomplifhing the 
purpofes of divine grace in the converfion of finners, thofe pur- 
pofes are effected by no other agency, as the efficient caufe, than that 
ef Him who workethalland in all, The greatnefs and the excel- 
lency 
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lency of the power ig of God. He worketh according to the 
counfel of his own fovereign will and pleafure, and none can let, 
erhinder him. ‘Fhe Lord reigns, let the earth rejoice. 

While you contemplate the defeat of Julian, the apoftate, in his 
attempt to rebuild the temple at Jerufalem, by the miraculous and 
vilible interpofition of Heaven, are you not ready to conclude that 
he mult have repented of his apoftafy from the Chriftian faith ? 


| that he muft have been firmly reelftablifhed in this faith, and be- 


come its zealous friend and protector? It fhould feem that thefe 
mutt have been the effects of that truly wonderful event. Butthis was 
far from being the cafe. He ftill remained an apoftate, and a bit- 
ter enemy to Chrift and his caufe. So averfe are they to the 
truth, as it is in Jefus, that the apoftate wicked will not come to 
the light, nor open their eyes to the light, although it fhine like 
the fun in his meridian fplendour. Such is the perverfenefs and ob- 
ftinacy of their hearts, that no event, however wonderful or mi- 
raculous, is capable of removing the one or fubduing the other. 
To the accomplifhing of thefe purpofes, the exertion of the al- 
mighty power and all conquering grace of God is indifpenfably 
requifite. This indeed is neceffary to the fubduing of the hearts of 
all wicked men to the cordial reception and acknowledgment of 
gofpel truth ; but it feems, in fome views, peculiarly neceflary to 


| this purpofe, with refpect to apoftates from their Chriftian profef- 
| fion. They, of all men, who have once been enlightened with re- 


fpect to the great and diftinguifhing doétrines of our holy religion ¢ 
who have had an impreflive and alarming fenfe of their finful and 
ruined condition, and who have apparently tafted that the Lord is 
gracious, become the bittereft enemies to experimental religion an& 


| the diftinguifhing doétrines of grace, when they apoltatize from 
| their /eemingly good beginning. ‘There is but a gleam of hope, 
| that fuch characters will ever be brought to faving repentance. 
» How aggravatedly criminal is their conduct! How dangerous, 


how awful their condition ! 
The increafe of power and of privileges, which happened to the 


| minifters of religion in this century ; the decline of their morals, 


in many inftances, and the unhappy and bad effects thence refult- 
ine, furnifh a ufeful and inftructive leffon. It is but reafonable to 
infer from thefe events, that man is naturally prone to licentiouf- 
nefs; to tranfgrefs the prefcribed limits of moderation and juftice, 
and to theexercife of domination and tyranny; and, therefore, to 
prevent thefe evils, it is neceflary that he fhould he carefully 
guarded againit the poffeflion of undue privileges and lawlefs pow- 
er, and that he fhould be checked by many and ftrong reftraints. 
Nothing but a renewed temper of heart will refrain any one of 
Adam’s race from the exercife of unfeeling and brutal tyranny, 
or from greedily running into every excefs of wickednefs, if pof- 
felled of adequate power, and of the means of exerciling it; nor 
will 
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will the reftraints of religion a/one, in all ordinary cafes, be a fuff. 
cient check. How important, then, is it to their own good, the wel. 
fare of fociety, and the intereft of the Chriftian caufe, that minifters 
of the gofpel fhould be barred againft the aflumption and exercife 
of exorbitant power, fuperfluous wealth and improper privileges, 
But may not evil arife, and much, every way, from the oppofite 
extreme? While the minilters of Jefus may with much propriety 
make the excellent prayer of Agur their own—“ Give me neither 
poverty nor riches,” would it not be a happy circumftance, would 
it not be a reafonable fervice in their people, praGically, to fay, 
Amen? 

How affectingly, how greatly to its reproach, is the character 
of the Chriftian church developed by the effects produced from the 
peace and outward profperity, which it enjoyed undgr the reign 
of Con{tantine the great! Until this period, all the Roman em. 
perors had been heathen idolaters ; and the perfecutions and dif. 
comfitures, which the Chriftians realized from them, had fre. 
quently been very great and diftreffing ; yet the Chriftian relig- 
ion, in a high degree, retained its beautiful fimplicity unadulterat 
ed; and, in a high degree, the church remained uncorrupt. The 
morals of Chriftians were, in general, pure and unimpeachable. 
But now, when under the protection of a Chriftian emperor, they 
were exalted to heaven in point of privileges, civil, as well as relig- 
ious, behold, the glorious fplendour of the Chriltian religion be. 
gins to fuffer a molt melancholy obfcurity ! The profperity of 
Chriftians began to deftroy them. Corruption in opinion and cor- 
ruption in mcrals began awfully to prevail. The fimple truths, 
doctrines and inflitutions of the gofpel were efteemed by. multi- 
tudes as “light food.” The fincsre milk of the word was not 
palateable. ‘The great and precious things of religion were lightly 
elteemed, and mercies, in general, were {hamefully abufed. Nor 
did real Chriftians wholly efcape this pernicious contagion. Even 
they, in too many initances, lufting for the flefh-pots of Egypt, 
difcovered a very cenfurable propenfity to return to their former 
degrading bondage. How often is that goodnefs of God, which 
fhould lead to repentance, excite the livelieft emotions of gratitude, 
and conftrain to the mott cheerful obedience, improved as the éc- 
cafion of oppofite effects! How generally is it the cafe, that the 
ingratitude and licentioufnefs of man, rife in proportion to the blefl- 
ings beftowed upon him! Like Jefhurun, he is peculiarly prone 
to wax wanton, and contemptoufly to rebel under the enjoyments of 
the peculiar bounties of Divine Providence. Under the reception, 
then, of fuch bounties, does it not become us to rejoice with trembling, 
left we fo abufe, as to convert them, eventually, into the greatett 
curfe ? O God of mercy! fuffer us not to turn thy grace into wan- 

. tonnefs. Can 
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Can you, my fon, guard with too much vigilance againft that 
pernicious maxim which, by many, was advocated in this century, 
“that it was a virtue to lie for the intereft of the church,” or of 
religion ? Can you view the doétrine otherwife than highly unreaf- 
onable, abfurd, and impious? You cannot I am perfuaded have. 
fo difhonourable a view of the Chriftian religion, or of its glorious 
Founder, as to believe its intereft, in any degree, dependent on ly- 
ing or prevarication. But were it true that this expedient, if ré- 
forted to, would be inftrumental to the higheft intereft and prof- 
perity of the Chriftian church, or our holy religion, this circum- 
ftance could, in no degree, juftify the practice. It would no more 
extenuate the criminality of lying, than did the infinitely glorious 
effects refulting from the crucifixion of Chrift, extenuate the 
crime of Judas in betraying, or that of Herod, Pontius Pilate, 
and the wicked Jews, in condemning him to death. We may 
never do evil, that good might come. 

And now, my dear fon, folemnly enjoining it upon you always 
to {peak the truth from your heart, and to read this lengthy com- 
munication with all the attention which its importance demands, 
I fervently commend you to God, and to the word of his grace, 
which are able to build you up, and to give you an inheritance 
among all them that are fan¢tified. 

N——E. 


To be continued. 


THE SOUL OF MAN COMPARED TO A SHIP. 


TO. communicate fpiritual trutly, by the help of metaphors, is _ 


a mode of inftruéction, in which the pages of infpiration are ex- 
ceedingly rich. A metaphor is a finmmle comprifed in a word. 
We are juftified by fcripture, in comparing the foul to a fhip. 
In Hebrews vi. 19, it is written, “which hope we have as an 
anchor of the foul.” Anchors are made for fhips. If the foul, 
therefore, has an anchor, the foul muft be a fhip, in a metaphori- 
cal fenfe. If, then, we confider the foul of man in the fimilitude 
of a fhip, the fimilitude muft be extended. Ships are made to fail 
on the ocean. Life is the ocean on which the fouls of men are 
failing. Eternity is the country towards which. they fail, and 
heaven the port to which they are profefledly bound. The whole 
intereft of man depends on the-fuccefs of the voyage. ‘The met- 
aphor, thus opened, is peculiarly grand and folemn. It prefents 
a celeftial port, which it behooves every foul to make, becaufe it is 
the only place in the univerfe, where peace and felicity will forev- 


er reign. It prefents a dangerous ocean to navigate, before the 
Vol. V. No. 7. I 1 haven 
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haven can be made. It prefents innumerable fouls, like fo many 
fhips, afloat on the ocean of life, and thoufands, every day, launch- 

ing from the fhores of nonexiftence. When thefe fhores are once left, 
there is no return. Some parts of thefe fhores are near thofe of eter- 
nity, others more remote; fo that fome finifh their voyage ina 

few days, or even hours, while others are toffed on the deep for 

many years. Since we are all on the dangerous ocean of life, as 

the millions before us have been, and millions unborn mult 
follow, it may be interefting to illuftrate fome points of analogy 
between the foul and a fhip. 

1. A thip is a ftriking exhibition of the invention and ingenuity 
of man. ‘he foul is a wonderful difplay of the power and wif- 
dom of the Creator. 

‘To examine the form, contexture, qualities and powers of the 
human body, is enough, it might feem, to extort, even from the 
atheift, the exclamation of the Pfalmift ; “ we are fearful- 
ly and wonderfully made.’”? How then muift we be aftonifhed, 
when we contemplate what little we know of the human foul! It 
is an active, thinking, confcious, immortal exiftence, far fuperior 
to the body. It is one of the nobleft productions of creative pow- 
er, formed in the intellectual image of the Creator. It is capable 
of deep and intricate refearch, of fublime contemplation, of pure and 
exquifite enjoyment. It can compafs the world, trace the order 
of fyftems, meafure the planets, and foar above the ftars. It can 
derive inftruction from minute particles and infects, and draw 
treafures of knowledge from the earth and the fea. It is furnifh- 
ed witha diverfity of paffions and affections, as complicate as 
wonderful. Thefe, as a perfect fyftem, were in the utmoft order 
and. harmony, till fin, like a blazing comet, changed their courfes, 
and filled the fyftem with diforder and ruin. ‘he foul, deftroyed 
by fin, is like the world in chaos, without form and: void.’ But, 
though in ruins, like a ftupendous wreck, it difplays the power 
and {kill of the great Artificer. What a beautiful difplay, there- 
fore, of divine power and wifdom, as well as fovereign grace, isa 
foul ‘Yenewed! How perfect and glorious will be, the exhibition, 
_when every diforder of the renewed foul fhall_ be reétified, the dif- 
cordant paffions attuned to unifon, and the current of affections 
{hall run in their proper channels towards God, the ocean of love 
and holinefs. . 

2. A fhip is very cofily, and therefore very valuable., The 
value of a fhip is equal to the price with which fhe may be 
purchafed. ‘There is nothing im the univerfe, which can be pur- 
chafed, fo coftly, and therefore fo valuable, asthe foul. Its value 
may be correétly eftimated, by the price paid for its redemption, 
When a fhip is captured and condemned by an enemy, fhe muf 
be either abandoned or redeemed with a price. Souls are fallen 


into the hands of the great enemy. ‘They are under the sneer 
, ey 
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of fin, led captive at the will of Satan, and condemned to deftruc- 
tion by the holy law of God. The ranfom is great ; but not too 
great for Jefus, the friend of fouls, to pay. “Ye aré bought 
with a price ;” ‘the price of blood; not of a mere creature, 
but the blood of God. ‘The church ts “ the flock of God, which 
he hath purchafed with his own blood.” A thip, though valua- 
ble, may be redeemed with money; but the foul is redeemed, 

“not with corruptible things, as filver and gold, but with the 
precious blood of Chrilt, as of a Lamb {lain from the foundation 
of the world.” Could captive fouls have been redeemed with 
filver and gold ; had the world been an equivalent; nay, were all 
creation enough to meet the demand of juftice, Chrift might have 
paid the ranfom without fhedding his blood; for the world and 
allthings are at his difpofal. Butno; thefe would do nothing 
toward fatisfying the demand of the law. The demand is in- 
finite. The price, therefore, muit of neceflity be  infi- 
nite. But the price is paid. The infinite facrifice is actually 
miade! ‘The incarnate God has fhed his blood. ‘The demand is 
cancelled, and liberty proclaimed to captive fouls. Here we fee 
the true value of the foul. What ineftimable worth! It out- 
weighs creation! ‘ What therefore will it profit a man, if he 
gan the whole world, and lofe his foul ;” for “ what can he give 
in exchange for his foul : 2? Reader, have you fuch an infinite 
treafure? If you lofe it, you are ruined forever! How folicit- 
ous, therefore, ought you to be for its fecurity ! 

3. Ships are ufually profitable to their owners. They are 
made and ufed for the owners’ advantage. Thus the foul is not 
only made dy God, but for him. “The Lord hath made all 
things for himfelf.” He claims the foul as his peculiar property. 
** Behold, all fouls are mirie!’’ Hence, all the faculties of the 
- foul fhould be employed to promote the interefts of God’s holy 
kingdom. But, alas! how do men pervert and debafe their noble 
faculties, while they employ them in the fervice of the adverfary, 
againft the welfare of Zion! Neverthelefs, fince the Lord reigns, 
let the earth rejoice; for he will caufe even the wrath of man to 
praife him. Veflels of mercy and veffels of wrath will each, in 
different ways, fhow forth the glory of the great Creator. 

4. A fhip, however good her upper works and rigging, with- 
out a found bottom, is effentially defective and unfit for fea. 
She may make a handfome appearance, and yet have a rotten 
hull. She may fail tolerably well while the fea and winds are 
favourable, and there is nothing to wrench and try her. But no 
fooner do the heavens gather blacknefs, the rains defcend, the 
‘ winds blow, the billows rife, and the {urges ‘break over her, than 
the crazy bottom trembles and gives way; the fhip, with 
her treafure, is ingulfed in the bowels of the deep. 

What 
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What a ftriking reprefentation of formalifts and hypocrites ! 
They have a fair exterior, and appear beautiful to men, while their 
foundation is defective, totally unfit to ride out the ftorm which 
will try mens’ fouls. ‘The upper works and rigging of the foul, 
i. e. the profeffions, the government of the paflions, and the vifible 
deportment, may make an excellent appearance ; and, in the gen- 
tle current and gales of profperity, the foul may feem rapidly to 
advance towards the celeftial haven. But this port cannot be 
reached without the experience of boifterous weather and a rough 
fea, on a dangerous coaft. It is the coaft of eternity, and every 
foul mult pafs through the ftraits of death, which are narrow, 
dark and ftormy. Souls may approach thefe ftraits with full fail 
and fiying colours ; but there the fun is thut in; ; the moon and 
ftars difappear ; the heavens are clothed in darknefs and horror ; 
fear, like a torrent, overwhelms them; the tempeft of remorfe 
vehemently beats ; the billows of divine wrath rife and break over 
them ; the law thunders and lightens fo as to {hake the foundations 
of the deep; the whirlpool of defpair roars between them and the 
fhore ; the rotten hull gives way ; the foul finks down and is feen 
no more ! 

O, how important is it to build on Chrift ! 

Reader, paufe, and confider! Never truft your foul on the old, 
corrupt bottom of the natural heart. You may make good pro- 
feflions, maintain a fair outward chara¢ter, be honeft, charitable 
and unfpotted in your lives, without building on Chrift. You 
may appear beautiful to men, who fee only what is above water, 
and yet be totally deftitute of that holinefs, without which no 
man can fee the Lord. 

5. A thip, in order to be a good failor, and fit for the mafter 
to dwell in, mutt often be externally and internally cleanfed. 
The foul muft undergo the fame. In failing through the impure 
ocean of life, the foul contracts many hurtful things which impede 
ws progrefs. The native filthinefs of the heart, and that contraé- 
ed from the world, are very great. There is filthinefs of flefh and 
fpirit. If any man cleanfe himfelf from thefe, he fhall be a veffel 
of honour, and fit for the mafter’s ufe. There is a fountain for — 


{piritual wafhing. Precious fountain! Jefus wafhes his people 


from their fins in his own blood. Reader, are you fenfible of 
our pollution and conftant need of cleanfing ? Do you find pride, 
felfifhnefs, unbelief, impenitence, worldly-mindednefs and ingrati- 
tude cleaving to your fouls and impeding their progrefs towards 
heaven? Let your prayer be, Wath me,” O Lord, “ and I thall 
be clean.” 
6. A fhip, in order to be navigated acrofs the tempeftuons - 
ocean, requires an able, experienced mafter. Many a fhip is loft 


merely through the ignorance or negligence of the mafter. The 
foul 
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foul requires juft fuch a mafter as Jefus Chrift. It is requifite 
that the mafter of a fhip fhould be acquainted with the fhip her- 
felf. Chrift has a complete knowledge of all the powers and 
faculties of the foul. He knows its weaknefs and {trength, its 
fize and capacity, what it is capable of receiving and enduring. 

A fhip malter muft be acquainted with all the rules of navigation, 
and know, in every cafe, how to apply them to the proper manage- 
ment of the fhip. 

There is nota circumftance in the foul’s paflage over the ocean 
of life, with which Chrift is not perfe@ly acquainted, and he is 
able ‘to deliver from every difficulty. Chrift has a perfect knowl- 
edge of the ocean, and fees every temptation and danger that 
await the foul in its paflage to eternity. He can alfo command 
the billows, and they obey him. He can hufh to calmnefs the 
wrath of man and malice of Satan, when they rife in angry furges 
and threaten to overwhelm the foul. When the foul approaches 
the coaft of eternity, it ftands in peculiar need of his fkill and 
direction. ‘There millions are dafhed, and broken, and loft. 
That coaft is every where dark and dreadful, but at the celeftial 
port. How important, that we all have Jefus for our mafter! 
But, alas ! how many precious fouls are floating on the ocean of 
life, which Chrift has never entered and will never own! 

7. A fhip never goes to fea without a compafs. The foul’s 
compafsis the word of God. Without a compafs, a fhip would 
lofe her courfe. Without the word of God, the foul would never 
make the heavenly port. This is an infallible chart, as well as 
compafs. But how lamentable, that fo many are haftening to 
eternity, under the direétion of carnal reafon, while the fure word 
of God is little known, and lefs regarded ! 

8. A fhip is fometimes decalmed. When the wind ceafes to 
blow, the fhip makes no progrefs. So, when the gentle gales of 
God’s Spirit are withholden, the foul makes no progrefs heaven- 
ward. A fhip, without wind, is a ufeleis thing : So is a foul with- 
out the influences of the Spirit. Reader, if you have ever felt the 
{weet influences of the Holy Ghoft in your foul, you know how 
painful and melancholy it is to lie in a dead; fpiritual calm. 

9. A fhip at fea is furrounded with danger. So is the foul on 
the fea of life. It is expofed on one hand, to the Sylla of pre- 
fumption, and, on the other, to the Carybdis of defpair. It is of- 
ten covered with the furious waves of fin, driven by the tempefts 
of affliGion, and fometimes toffed on the rough {welling furges of 
paffion, while neither fun nor ftars appear. Satan, with all his 
piratical forces, is cruifing in queft of plunder. He fhoots his 
fiery darts at the foul, and, were not the Captain of falvation 
able to vanquifh the fiend, he would overcome and lead it captive. 
But painful is the belief, that moft fouls are already in the pofleffion 
of the prigce of darknefs. Chrift is able to pluck them “= 

is 








— il a a ae ca 


<s ER 





t> 


62 Thoughts on Adts ix. 11. | Dee. 


his hand. Ah! .the fate of thofe he will not refcue. The ocean 
he can change toa lake of liquid fire, and raife an eternal ftorm of 
wrath, to overwhelm both Satan and all his captive crew in 
remedilefs deftruction. 

Let every foul take Jefus for his captain, the word of God for 
his compafs and chart, grace for ballaft, divine promifes for pro- 
vifion, hope for his anchor, an obedient will for his rudder, and, 
with the wind of the Spirit, he will-outride all the ftorms of life, 
and gain the haven of eternal relt. 


COGNATUS. 


—[—— CD aa - 


THOUGHTS ON ACTS ix, 11. 
Behold, he prayeth. 


IS Saul of Tarfus on his knees? Is that infuriate moniter, whe 
breathed out threatenings and flaughter againft the difciples of the Lord, 
a fupplicant at the feet of Jefus? Is that blood-thirfty butcher, 
who fpread terror and deftruction to the utmoit of his power, 
flain, as to the enmity of his heart, laid proftrate on the earth, 
praying for mercy, and crying, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do ? 

Surprifed by the heavenly vifion, which informed him of the 
ftrange event, Ananias might have uttered his furprife in fimilar 
exclamations. Awaked from his flumbers with mingled emotions 
of joy #nd fear, belief and incredulity, he heard the meflage, and 
replied, Lord, J have heard by many of this man, how much evil he 
hath done to thy faints at Ferufalem; and here he hath authority from 
the chief pricfts to bind all that call on thy name. Well might the pious 
difciple be filled with pleafing aftonifhment. The Spirit revealed 
to him a wonderful thing. The information was prefaced with 
behold! Behold, be prayeth! A marvellous fight! The champion 
of perfecutors in fo humble a pofture! Did not the angels fhout 
with joy and admiration when Saul was {mitten to the ground ? 

Behold the man! A few moments ago he was boiling with fu- 
ry, armed with power, and advancing with terror againft the wor- 
fhippers of Jefus. Suddenly, his fury fubfides, his arms fall, he 
forgets his authority and commiflion from the chief priefts, he lays 
afide the boafted Pharifee and the learned fcholar of Gamaliel, for 
the lowly worfhipper of Jefus, and in fuppliant attitude you fee 
him imploring pardon. ‘Triumphant grace! We may exclaim, 
behold! Behold, ye trembling believer, what your Almighty Saviour 


‘can do! See this memorable difplay of his power and grace, and 


take courage. His arm can cruth the ftouteft foe, can fubdue 
the hardeft heart, and convert the engines of hell to inflruments 
of falvation. 


Behold, 
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Behold, ye enemies of the crofs ; ye defpifers of the Lamb; ye 
rejecters of mercy ; confider whom you oppofe! fear to provoke 
his wrath, repent and cry for pardon while his wrath is withheld, 
left it overtake you in a fatal hour ! 

Behold, ye worldly wife and fpiritually ignorant, who are light- 
ed by fparks of your own kindling! where was the wifdom of 
Saul when it was extinguifhed by that light which fhone from 
heaven? His carnal wifdom dittated, that he ought to deltroy 
the religion and difciples of Jefus of Nazareth. Sut no fooner 
did the light from heaven illuminate his foul, than he found him- 
felf a fool without excufe. 

Behold, ye formalift and hypocritei! if the lofty looks of that 
proud pharifee were brought low, in an inftant, how muft your 
{trong hold be pulled down! Trufting in:works of the law for 
jultification, he lived according to the ftricteft feé& of the Jewifh 
religion ; but no fooner vas he truly enlightened, than his prayer 
is, Lord, what wilt thou have me ta do? 

Behold, ye new-born fouls, and learn the nature of a renovated 
heart! Its very breathis prayer. No fooner does the foul begin 
a {piritual life, than it begins to pray. 

Bebold, ye diiciples of infidelity ! See an evidence of the divine 
origin of the Chriftian religion, which fophiftry and cunning can 
never deftroy. The circumftances of Paul’s converfion, and of 
his previous and fubfequent life, prove to demonftration that he 
was a fubject-of fupernatural and gracious influence, and that the 
religion he taught has the approbation of God,* 


Mefirs. Epitrors, 


IF the “ Experience of Mifs P——,” fince Mrs. M- , which was 
publifbed in your Magazine, Vol. I]. p. 260, was gratifying to your 
readers, the following extras from a letter didlated by ber a fhort 
time before her deceafe, it is prefumed will not be uninterefling. She 
exhibited the life of an eminently humble and pious Chriflian, and it is 
eur con/folation in the lofs we have fuftained by her death, that we cannot 


doubt fhe has died the death of the righteous. Your’s, 











V. » April 30, 1807. 
Dear Brother, . 

«I ADDRESS you from the fides of the grave. I am now 
apparently very neas the world of {pirits, as the laft fymptoms 
ef my diforder have taken place. Aslam out of hopes of 

ever 

* This subject is ably discussed by Lord Littleton in his Conversion of 


St. Paul. The reader may be amply rewarded for his labour in perusing 
that excellent little volume. 
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ever feeing you again in this world, I have a great defire to fend 
you a few lines, as a token of my love and efteem for you. In 
all my difficulties and troubles, you -have treated me with 
the kindnefs and tendernefs of a father, which has knit my 
heart to you and your family. I hope God will reward you for all 
you have done for me. [I owe ten thoufand talents to my friends, 
and have nothing to pay, but ieave all my debts for my dear Sa- 
viour to pay. : 

God has dealt very mercifully with me, both with refpe& to 
temporal and {piritual things for a number of months paft. I 
have felt almoft a perfeé& calm and funfhine, with fearce an inter- 
pofing cloud. ‘The fears of death and the grave have for a long 
time been taken away, io that | could view, through the window, 
the ground where my bones'are to lie, with great delight. My 
foul has, at times, been fo fwallowed up in the love of Chrift, that 
I longed to depart, and fee him as he ts, aid glorify his great name. 
About a week fince, 1 had fuch a difcovery of the upper world, as 
I nevet had before. It feemed as though my mind was enlarged 
for a fhort time, to view the glories and perfections of Chrift. 
Never did I behold fuch divinity in the Saviour, as now, while all 
the heavenly hofts were cafting their crowns at his feet. Oh! I 
longed to be one of them, when I might lie low as in the duft to 

raife him. I cannot defcribe it to you, I'can only fay with Mr. 
Prelate) “Tt appeared glory all unutterable.” ButI am obliged 
to be very fhort in all I fay. It is with great difficulty I can fpeak, 
through weaknefs. But our heavenly Father does all things 
well. : 

I have not for fome time heard from my dear fifter in the Lord, 
Mrs. S 1 truft we- fhall foon meet in another, and happy 
world. 

Give my dying love to the dear Society.* I hope they will 
not fail of affembling themfelves together. I bélieve we can all 
fay, God has often made our hearts glad, when uniting in prayer 
and praife. Iam glad that you fpend a part of the time in con- 
verfing upon the fcriptures, and think yt will be more profitable 
than to fpendthe whole in conference. 

With regard to all my terreftrial concerns, I think I can fay, 
“© Father, thy will be done.” My laft love to all our dear Chriftian 
friends ; wifhing you and them all the bleflings pertaining to this 
life, and that which is to come.” 





Affectionately your’s, &c. 


* A society of professing Christians, of several denominations, who 
spend one evcning of every week, in conference upon the concerns of their 
souls. { 
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UNITED STATES. 


THE ADDRESS AND CONSTITUTION OF THE EVANGELICAL MISSION- 
ARY SOCIETY, 


Address to all, who love the Lord Fesus 
Christ in sincerity, and who wish 
that his gospel may every where be 
preached to the poor. 


Brethren and Friends, 

A NuMBER Of ministers, dele- 
gated from different associations in 
the counties of Worcester and Mid- 
dlesex for the purpose of considering 
the subject, have thought'it expedi- 
ent to form a New Missionary So- 
ciety to aid in extending the means 
of Christian knowledge among the 
destitute, or poorly provided, in the 
infant settlements of our own coun- 
try. After repeated and deliberate 
consultations, and prayers to the 
great Fountain of wisdom for direc- 
tion, we have formed, and offer to 
the public a constitution for such a 
society. The object to be effected 
is in itself of great importance, and 
we trust will interest the feelings of 
all the friends of Zion. To carry 
the benevolent design of the insti- 
tution into effect we must solicit 
your charitable contribution. For 
your compliance with our request 
substantial reasons may be required. 
Such it is presumed will be suggest- 
ed to your minds, when the subject 
is taken into your serious considera- 


tion. Did we plead the cause of 


those in outward poverty and dis- 
tress ; did we ask you to give a por- 
tion to the hungry, to cover the nak- 
ed, or by your liberality to loosen 
the chains of the unhappy captive, 

or to deliver him that is ready to 
perish, we are persuaded you would 
be touched by a tender sympathy, 
and that your charity would afford 
relief. May we not, then, indulge 
a confidence, that you will sensibly 
feel for those; who may be perishing 
for lack of vision, who may be desti- 
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tute of the means of Christian knowl- 
edge, denied the ordinances of wor- 

ship, and the light of the blessed 
gospel? Ifitw ould afford high sat- 
isfaction to relieve the bodies of our 
fellow mortals, how much more to 
enlighten their minds, and promote 
the salvation of their souls! They, 
who desire that Christ’s kingdom 
may be extended, and that “ all 
men may come to the knowledge of 
the truth as itis in-him, and be sav- 
ed,” can never want reasons for bes 
stowing something to promote these 
great ends. Many Missionary So- 
cieties we know already exist; and 
the happy fruits of their labours 
have been seen and acknowledged. 
Facts, learnt by actual experiments, 
justify a hope of success in like at- 
tempts to propagate the gospel, and 
invite us to lend our aid, and to emu- 
late the pious zeal of those, who 
have gone before us in the benevo- 


lent work. We pray you to reflect, 


on the subject, and hope every one 
will give according to his ability. 
The widow’s mite, the small portion 
bestowed by thse in moderate cir- 
cumstances, as well as the larger 
donations of the more affluent, will 
aid the important design, and we 
humbly trust will be abundantly re- 
warded by him, who regards the 
things done to his disciples on earth, 
as done to himself. 

JOSEPH SUMNER, Moderator. 

Revuspen Hotcoms, ts b 

cribes. 
Joseru Avery, 





The Constitution of the Evangelical 
Missionary Society. 

Art. 1. Tue Society shall be 
called the Evangelical Missionary 
Society in Massachusetts. 

4rt. 2 
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Art. 2. The great object of this 
Society is to furnish means of Chris- 
tian knowledge and moral itmprove- 
ment to those inhabitants of our own 
country, who are destitute, or poor- 
ly provided. 

The Society shall consist 
who shall subscribe 
this Constitution, pay two dollars 
into the Treasury, and the same 
sum annually for promoting the ob- 
jects of the institution ; also of such 
churches, as shall annually choose a 
member to represent them. Every 
subscriber will be considered as a 
member, until in person, or in writ- 
ing, he signify to the Treasurer, or 
Recording Secretary, that he de- 
sires to have his connexion dissolv- 
ed. Any person, who, on signing 
this constitution, shall advance ten 
dollars, or mare, shall be a member 
without the annual cor STAEMTOD. 

Art. 4. The officers of the Soci- 
ety shall be a President, a v ice Pre- 
sident, a Treasurer, a Recording 
and Corresponding Secretary, and 
twelve Trustees, to be chosen by 
ballot at the annual meeting. Six 
of the Trustees at least shall be gen- 
tlemen in civil life. The President 
and Vice President shall ex officio 
be added to the board. 

Art. 5. he duty of the 
dent, and in his absence of the 
Vice President, shall be, to regulate 
the meetings of the society; also of 
the Trustees, any five of whom shall 
forma quorum. All /mectings of 
the Society and of the Trustees 
shall be opened by prayer. 

Art. 6. It shall be the duty of the 
Treasurer to receive all monies paid 
by the members ; and all donations 
and collections ; to keep a fair ac- 
count, and toexhibit it atthe annual 
meeting. The books and accounts 
of the Treasurer may be inspected 
by any member. The Treasurer 
shall give bonds to the satisfaction 
of the Trustees for the faithful dis- 
ae ag! of his duty. 

Art. It shall be the duty of 
the Ressrding Secretary, to record 
the names of the members, keep ac- 
curate reeords of the proceedings of 
the Society, and exhibit them at 
every annual meeting. The records 
may be inspected by the members. 


Art. 3. 
of all persons, 


ger 
Presi- 
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Art.8. The duty of the Corres- 
ponding Secretary shall be to cor- 
respond with other Missionary So- 
cicties, and individuals, agreeably 
to the direction of the Society or 
Trustees; to preserve on file offi- 
cial communications and all papers 
entrusted to him, and to transcribe 
such as may be required by the 
Trustees. 

Art. 9. The power and duty of 
the Trustees shall be, to carry into 
efiect the design of this institution ; 
to regulate their own meetings ; to 
appoint a Treasurer, a Recording 
and Corresponding Secretary, in 
case of vacancy in either of those of- 
fices, or of incapacity of such officers, 
to serve until the next annual meet- 
to require the attendance ofthe 
Secretaries toact:of ficially at their 
board ; to call upon the Treasurer 
to exhibit his books and accounts ; 
to receipt for all monies by him re- 
ceived, and to pay the same to them 
or their order; to use and apply 
with economy all monies and other 
property ; - appoint, contract with,, 
nd, and recal Missionaries, 
Catechists, and Schoolmasters, to 
procure and disperse copies of the 
Holy Bible, other pious and useful 
books, and also school books ; and, 
when necessary, to call special meet- 
ings of the Society. 

Art.10. ‘The Trustees shall meet 
twice in each vear, and at such other 
times as they shall think expedient. 

Art.11. The Trustees at every 
annual meeting shall report their do- 
ines in the preceding year, and pro- 
pose such measures as they may 
deem useful and necessary. 

Art. 12. This Society resolve, 
that no persons shall be employed 
as Missionaries, but such as are 
‘sound in the faith once delivered 
to the saints,” approved for their 
knowledge, prudence and piety ; an- 
imated with Christian zeal, diligent 
intheir proper calling, and ready 
*to endure hardness as good sol- 
diers of Jesus Christ.” Itis alsoex- 
pected, that in appointing Missiona- 
ries the preference be given to set- 
tled ministers. 

Art.13. As the design of the society 
is to aid similar societies in dissemi- 

nating 
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nating * the knowledge of the only 
living and true God, and of Jesus 
Christ whom he hath sent, whom to 
know is life eternal,” so it will ever 
be ready to encourage and unite 
with them in measures for this 1m- 
portant purpose ; to form the closest 
connexion with them, and if thought 
expedient, to have all cemented in- 
to one society. 

Art. 14. All questions before the 
society shall be determined by a 
majority of the members present, 
except such as relate to the altering 
of this constitution. If any amend- 
ment be desired, itmay be proposed 
at the annual meeting; but it shal! 
not be adopted until the next, nor 
then without the consent of two 
thirds of the members present. 

Art.15. Atevery annual meeting 
a discourse shall be delivered in 
public, and a collection made. At 
the first meeting two ministers shall 
be chosen preachers, one of whom 
shall perform at the first stated 
mecting, the other at the next. At 
each annual meeting a second 
preacher shall be appointed. 

Art.16. As soon as one hundred 
persons shali have subscribed, a 
committee, selected by this conven- 
tion, shall appoint a meeting of said 
subscribers, to ratify this constitu- 
tion, to organize themselves, and to 
appoint the time and place where 
the first annual meeting shall be 
holden. At each annual meeting 
the time and place of the next shail 
be appointed. 

Art. 17. As this society is volun- 
tary, it isexpected, that all the offi- 
cers will gratuitously render their 
services. 

JOSEPH SUMNER, Moderator. 

REUBEN HoLcomB, 2 ee 

Joseru Avery, 5 

—— 
A Brief Account of the Proceedings of 
the Committec, appointed by the 

Yearly Meeting of Friends, held in 

Baltimore, for promoting the Im- 

provement and Civilization of the 

Indian Natives. 

Concluded from page 238. 

THE committee remained several 
weeks amongst the Indians, during 
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which time they visited a number 
oftheir towns aud villages, at all 
of which they were received in the 
most, friendly and hospitable man- 
ner. 

Ja the course of them journey, 
they passed by a settlement of the 
Wyandots, at Brown’s Town, or the 
They found that the Indians 
at this place, had, since the visit 
made by Friends, to their nation, in 
the year 1799, advanced cohsidera- 
bly in agriculture ; many of them 
having built comfortable houses, and 
acquired a considerable number of 
cattle, hogs, and other domestic ani- 
And they were informed 
from good authority, that the Wy- 
andots, residing at Sandusky, as 
vell as the Shawanese, on the 
Auglaize river, had also, since that 
visit, turned their attention very 
much towards the cultivation of 
their lands ; they bad therefore the 
satisfaction to remark, that the com- 
munications from the committee to 
these nations, and the exertions 
which had been made, to turn their 
minds to agriculture, although we 
hadenot been in a situation to extend 
much assistance to them, have not 
been altogether unavailing. 

They also visited the place fixed 
upon for the settlement of Philip 
Dennis, on the Wabash river, about 
40 miles southwest of Fort Wayne, 
and found its situation to be very 
advantageous for farming; the soil 
appearing to be equal in fertility, 
to any land in the western country ; 
to this ph:.*¢ there are also two good 
mill-seats adjacent: one on the 
Wabash, which may be improved 
without injuring its navigation, and 
the other on a stream which falls 
jnto that river, about half a mile be- 
low. 

Soon after their return home, a 
letter was received by the commit- 
tee, from the Indian agent at Fort 
Wayne, informing, that the Indians 
had held their council in the sixth 
month, agreeably to expectation ; 
at which 874 of them attended ; 
‘* when the written address of 


KOCK. 


mals. 


George Ellicott and Gerard T. Hy > 
kins, (who it appeared had been ap- 
pointed to visit the Indians on behalf 

of 
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of the society of Friends) was pro- 
duced, read and interpreted to all 
the different nations present.” In 
reply to which, divers of their chiefs 
expressed great satisfaction; and 
amongst others Toethteboxie, on be- 
half of the Delawares, said, “ for 
many years before_I came into the 
world, the white people have been 
offering to do for us, what is now 
mentioned, and it appears, that our 
eyes were never opened until this time ; 
we will now take hold of it, and ré- 
ceive it. I am an old man, and 
want to see it before Idie: if I 
once see it, I will die in peace, to 
think I have left my women and 
children in comfort.” 

On the return of the Friend, who 
went out with the cominittee, and 
remained in the Indian country, dur- 
ing most of the year 1804, he in* 
formed that he spent the time agree- 
ably with them, and was favoured 
to enjoy a good portion of health 
whilst there: He raised about 400 
bushels of corn, besides a quantity 
of turnips, potatoes, cucumbers, 
water melons, pumpkins, beans, par- 


snips, and other garden vegetables, 


which he directed to be divided 
amongst the Indians on their retura 
from their hunting camps ; and left 
with the family of Indians, with 
whom he resided, upon the farm he 
had cultivated, 23 hogs and pigs, 
seven of which were in good order 
to kill, and he expected would weigh 
fifteen hundred pounds; these he 
engaged the agent to attend to the 
killing and salting of. ‘‘hey were 
small when brought to the farm in 
thie spring, and had no other food 
than what they gathered in the 
woods. 

With some assistance, which he 
obtained from Fort Wayne, he 
cleared and enclosed under a sub- 
stantial fence, twenty acres of 
ground, and built a house, thirty 
two feet long and seventeen feet 
wide, a story and a half high, with 
floors and partition. 

He further informed, that the In- 
dians, who remained with him, were 
\~-y industrious, and attended to his 
directions ;: the young women wish- 
ed to work in preparing the ground 
and in tending the corn; from this 
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he dissuaded them: and as some 
spinning wheels had just arrived at 
Fort Wayne, which had been sent 
on by government, he encouraged 
them to go there, and learn to spin 
and knit, of a white woman who hap- 
pened to be at that place ; this they 
did, and soon learned both to spin and 
knit ; and he left them knitting yarn 
of their own spinning, when hc came 
away. 

He also informed, that a consid- 
erable number of £el River and 
Weas Indians weré about to settle 
near the place he cultivated ; and 
that previots to his departure, he 
was with several of their principal 
chiefs, who requested him to tell 
Friends, that they, and the Indians 
generally, were much obliged to 
them for the assistance “they had 
given them, and hoped we would 
continue our ftiendship towards 
them, and that nothing might hap- 
pen to discourage us. 

All the Indians he was amongst 
were very friendly ; as was also the 
agent and other officers of thé gov- 
ernment. 

As it appeared that the Indians 
were very. desirous of Friends con- 
tinuing their care towards them, 
and of our sending a person to take 
the place of Philip Dennis; after 
weightily considering the subject, it 
was concluded to endeavour to pro- 
cure a suitable Friend for that pur- 
pose; but none offering to engage 
in the service, and the committee 
taking into consideration the low 
state of their funds, and the advanc- 
ed season of the year, together with 
the dissatisfied and unsettled situa- 
tion of the Indians at that time, on 
accour:t of a sale of land made by 
some of the tribes to the United 
States,* thought it might, for the 
present season, be best to write to 
the agent, and request him to pro- 
cure bor us, the most, suitable char- 
acter in bis power, who, under his 
direction, would plough the land 


_ Philip Dennis cultivated the last 


season, 


* The uneasiness which this cir- 
cumstance occasioned amongst the In- 


dians has since been entirely remov- 
ed, 
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season, and plant it in corn: in the 
performance of this, we hoped he 
would be assisted by the Indians. 
We also observed, that after their 
corn was planted, we were willing to 
‘ beljeve they would be able to man- 
age itthemselves; should a second 
ploughing however be necessary, ave 
directed this also to be done. This 
person was also desired to prepare 
for them a garden of the most useful 
vegetables, which they might after- 
wards easily manage. 

The committee have since receiv- 
ed his answer to this letter, in which 
he says, ‘ he will lose no time in 
complying with their request, and 
that he will at all times be ready to 
put the benevolent concern of 
Friends, towards the Indians, in ex- 
ecution.” He also says, “ that at 
this time, a spirit of industry exists 
amongst the Indians generally ; and 
that, as several of the tribes had re- 
quested of government to have a 
partof their annuities expended in 
the employment of men to split rails, 
and make’ fences for them; the Del- 
awares had twenty three thousand 
rails put up into fences, the last win- 
ter; and that forty thousand more 
would be made into fences for the 
Miamie and Eel River Indians, by 
the first of the sixth month.” He‘ 
adds, ** that ten families of the 
Miamies have settled adjoining the 
place cultivated by Philip Dennis, 
and that four men were employed in 
making rails to fence in forty acres 
for them ; also, that three persons 
more were at work for the Eel River 
Indians, a half a mile below Dennis’ 
station; that they had. twenty five 
acres cleared and ready for the 
plough, and he expected would have 
fifty or sixty acres fenced in by the 
first of the sixth month.” He fur- 
ther adds, “ that he expects at least 
twenty five families of Indians will 
remove to reside at that place the 
present season, and he is confident 
the settlement will increase very 
fast. The Indian who worked dur- 
ing the last season with Philip Den- 
nis, was about building himself a 
comfortable house, had cleared two 
acres more of ground, and was 
ploughing the field previously clear- 


ed by Philip Dennis: the hogs 
which were left there with him, had 
increased to one hundred in num- 
ber.” 

The agent further tmformed, 
“that there would be one hundred 
acres of land under good fence, at 
the Little Turtle’s Tqwn, (eighteen 
miles north of Dennis’s station) by 
the first of the -sixth month, where 
they had alse obtained a large num- 
ber of hogs, and some cows, and he 
doubt#not, but that the Indians will 
soon see, that it is easier to raise 
food, than to procure it by hunting,” 
and adds, ** Friends may see, from 
the great progress they have made 
in civilization, since Philip Dennis 
was with them, that they only want 
good and suitable men to reside 


_amongst them, and teach:them how 


to work.”* Notwithstanding 

* Since this narrative was prepared 
for publication, a letier has been 
received from the agent at Fort 
Wayne, dated the 5th of the tenth 
month, 1805, in which he says, “ a- 
greeably tothe directions of’ the com- 
mittee, I have employed a man to 
assist the Indians in cultivating the 
field onthe Wabash, which was clear- 
ed and cultivated by Philip Denniz 
last year ; the Indians with this man’s 
assistance have raised, it is supposed, 
at least six hundred bushels of good 
corn, from this one field, exclusive of 


what they have raised from ground of 


their own clearing. 

Many of the oldest of the Eel Riwv- 
er and Weas Indians have removed 
and settled at that place, where they 
will be followed by the younger branch- 
es of their tribes.in the ensuing spring.’” 

He adds, ** believing, as I lo, that 
the society of Friends are desirous of 
ameliorating the situation of their Red 
Brethren in this country, I will take 
the liberty to observe, that the present 
is a wery favourable time to put in 


-execution their benevolent views, to- 


wards the distressed natives of this 
land, and that much good may be done 
on the Wabash by sending one or two 
suitable men to reside among the In- 
dians, and teach them how to raise 
stoc?, and cultivate the earth. Wit- 
ness what Philip Dennis effected 

among 
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Notwithstanding there are several 
ether nations, who appear desirous 
ofthe assistance and care of Friends, 
yet, from the limited state of our 
funds, we have heretofore been un- 
der the necessity of confining our 
aid, principally, to the Miame, Eel 
River and Weas Indians. 

It will be perceived, that during 


several years of the first labours of 


the committee, but little progress 
Was made; this may be attributed, 
ina great measure, to the pertiicious 
effects of ardent spirits amongst 
them. As soon as the introduction 
ofthis great evil into their country 
was restrained, there was an imme- 
diate improvement discoverable, and 
an almost universal disposition seem- 
ed to pervade them, to abandon their 
former habits of living, and turn to 
the cultivation of their lands: their 
progress in civilization has, since 
then, been much more rapid, than 
the most sanguine could have ex- 
pected; and.on comparing the ‘con- 
dition of these Indian tribes, at the 
time the last deputation from our 
committee visited them, with their 
present situation, we are of opinion, 
that there is great cause of encour- 
agement for Friends to persevere 
in the benevolent work they have un- 
dertaken, and strong ground to hope 
that our labours will, in the end, be 
crowned with the desired success. 

When we reflect on the gradual, 
but continued decrease of these 
people, from the time the Europe- 
ans first visited this continent, until 
the present, and the many whole 
tribes, of which not any teace now 
remains, except their names, there 


among them the last year. At a sta- 
tion where he had every thing to begin, 
there are now at least 400. hogs and 
twenty cows, andthe Indians at novil- 
lage in this country live so csinforta- 
bly, as those at thet place. If this 
spirit of industry is hept alive fora 


Jew years, it will certainly have a pow- 


erful influence upon the minds of the 
fndians at inany of the neighbouring 
willages. The Indians have lately 
coneluded a treaty with the United 
States, which has settled all their jar- 
wing interests.” 


is every reason to believe, that, 
should the Indians continue to pur- 
sue their former mode of life, a few 
centuries more, many other whole 
nations of them will become entirely 
extinct. 

Impressed with this melancholy 
consideration, Ht must be @ prospect 
truly gladdening to the enlightened 
christian mind, to survey the hast- 
ening of that day, when this part of 
the human family, weaned from 
savage habits, and allured by the 
superior advantages of. civil life, 
shall exchange the tomahawk and 
scalping knife for the plough and 
the Age; and instead of ranging the 
forests in seeming afinity to the 
wild beasts of the desert, shall 
peacefully and rationally enjoy the 
productions of the fruitful field! 
Nor is this all; added tothe culti- 
vation of the earth, the first step in 
the view of the committee, towards 
many other important temporcd ad- 
vantages, to.be derived to this peo- 
ple from civil life, may not the pro- 
motion of this contern, Which has 
thus far evidently prospered, prepare 
for and prove the means under the 
divine blessing, through which, may 
finally spread and prevail amongst 
these, our fellow men, that light 
and knowledge, which so eminently 
distinguish the true Christian ? 

* Signed on behalf of the committee 

on Indian concerns, appointed by the 
Yearty Meeting of Baitimore. 

PHILIP E. THOMAS, C/é. 
Baltimore, 11th Mo. 1805, 
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Sume Kxtracts from the Diary of the 
United Brethren’s Mission among 
the Hottentots, at Bavianskloof, 
1806. 

January Ist. Our church was 
completely filled, partly by great 
numbers of Christian strangers, 
Hottentots, and slaves. Many of 
them declared afterwards their 
thanks for the blessing conferred 
upon them on this occasion. 

6th. Being Epiphany, we had 
hoped to have celebrated this pe" 

wi 








1807. | 


yal in peace, and had postponed the 
holy «»mmunion, which ought to 
have been held on December 28th, 
to this day, with a view to give it 
more solemnity. Thirteen adults 
and two children were to have been 
baptized. But, alas! the events of 
yesterday put a stop to all these 
transactions for the present. Among 
those to be baptized were six men, 
two of whom are now on their march 
tothe army. The women are griey- 
ed about the loss of their husbands, 
and the minds of all our people were 
more or less in a state of agitation. 
We therefore had only a solemn 
meeting with the aged or infirm 
men, and the women and children, 
who had staid at home, in which 
we communicated tothem the history 
of the day, from the scriptures, and 
thanked our Saviour in fervent 
prayer for the mercy he had likewise 
shown to the heathen inthis country. 
We likewise fervently commended 
those of our people, who are now gone 
to the Cape, to his merciful preserv- 
ation in soul and body, as they may 
perhaps be even called upon to face 
anenemy. Nor did we omit to of- 
fer up our supplications for our oth- 
er missions in every part of the 
world, ‘and for all our congregations 
in Europe and America. The pow- 
erful sense we had of the Lord’s 
presence with us filled our hearts 
with peace and comfort. 

8th. Being the annivefsary of 
laying the foundation stone of our 
church, seven years ago, and of | its 
consecration the year following, we 
resolved to celebrate it with all our 
people present, and to have the bap- 
tismal transaction, intended for the 
sixth. This solemn act took place 
at three o’clock, when four men, 
seven women, anda child, were bap- 
tized into the death of Jesus; two 


of the men, who were to have re-' 


ceived baptism, were at the Cape. 
In the evening we partook of the 
Lord’s supper. Our merciful God 
fulfilled his gracious promise unto 
us, so that in the midst of tribula- 
tion we had péace in him. 

19th. The whole country was 
refreshed by a plentiful shower. 
The drought has been so great, that 
hot only all the grass in the fields is 
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withered, but we could hardly keep 
the fruits in our garden alive. Our 
mill had stopped for want of water, 
and we were obliged to send our 
corn elsewhere to be ground. We 

offered up public thanksgiving in the 
Citany for this most seasonable re- 
lief. Two Hottentot soldiers, belong- 
ing to Schwellendam, came hither 
to-day, one of whom was wounded, 
having a ball in his shoulder blade 
yet unextracted. They begged 
leave to rest here a few days. A 
child was baptized to-day, by broth- 
er Marsveld, at the earnest request 
of its parents. 

20th. The rain continued very 
heavy all day, A widow, Mary, 
departed this tife happily. She was 
baptized by brother Schwinn, in 
1804, during a fit of illness, and 
since that time has walked in com- 
munion with our Saviour, The sis- 
ters visited her frequently, and were 
always edified by her conversation. 
She was once asked, Whether she 
was afraid to appear in the presence 
of God? To which she answered, 
*O no, I rejoice that I shall goon 
see my Saviour face to face.” In 
this disposition of heart, and full of 
child like resignation to his will, 
she continued to her last breath. 

23d. One of the baptized, Mark 
Brongen, departed this life unex- 
pectedly. He had been in the even- 
ing Meeting, and went apparently in 
good health to bed. Towards morn- 
ing he waked his wife, but could not, 
speaktoher. She oflered him some 
water, but he was not able to drink 
it, and soon expired. She came im- 
mediately to tell us that he was 
dead. Supposing that he was on- 
ly in a fainting fit, we used every 
means in our power torecover him, 
but in vain. In the afternoon his 
body began to swell, and it was sup- 
posed that he was killed by the poi- 
son he frequently swallowed, to kee 
himself in readiness to help others ; 
for he was the most skilful practi- 
tioner here, inthe art of curing peo- 
ple bitten by serpents and other ven- 
omouscreatures. To be able to de 
this, they accustom themselves to 
take poison; and thus can beara 
great dose w ithout harm. His loss 
will be severely felt in this particu. 
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Jar, as he was very successful in his 
practice. 

30th. To-day we yielded to the 
pressing request of fourteen Hotten- 
tots, and permitted them to live on 
ourland. We represented tothem, 
that unless they sineerely meant to 
believe in the gospel, and devote 
themselves to our Saviour, they 
would find the rules of a christian 
congregation intolerable, and not 
be able to live in conformity to what 
the word of God demands. But 
they persisted, and said, tlt they 
had no other view, but to be truly 
converted to Jesus, and could not 
again mix with the heathen. 

31st. We had a conference to 
consider of the state of all our peo- 
ple, having spoken with éach of the 
communicants and baptized. We 


‘rejoiced to find that the Holy Spirit 


continues to explain to them, more 
and more, the things.of God; and 
even such of whom we have hitherto 
believed, that they did not bestow 
muth “‘thouglt upon themselves, 
seem to have been awakened anew.- 
They acknowledge their sins, and 
total depravity by nature, and long 
to become partakers of salvation, 
through the blood of Jesus: that he 
loved them unto death, and shed his 
blood to redeem them, is a doctrine 
precious to their souls. For that 
mercy, that he sent his word to them 
also, they express the greatest grat- 
itude. Some declared their earnest 
desire to be restored to their first 


jove, and their sorrow that they 


should so little show their sense of 
our Savieur’s love to them in their 
whole walk, &c. 

February Ist. We partook of 
the Lord’s supper. Eight Hotten- 
tots were spectators, previous to 
confirmation next month, and seven 
as candidates. It wastous alla 


season of much comfort and refresh- 


ment. 

6th. The sisters were all em- 
ployed in drying peaches. It is re- 
markable, that this year the bab- 
oons have not descended from the 
mountains to visit our garden, which 
they always used to do in troops. 
Having been frequently fired upon, 
they seem to forsake us, and to visit 
the crops of our neighbours, on the 


other side of thehilis. But we have 
suffered more than ever fror* vari- 
ous sorts of vermin, caterpillars, lo- 
custs, and a species of ground fleas, 
which, if not prevented, devour all 
kinds of garden-stuff quite to the 
ground. There is likewise a bird 
not unlike a starling, which does 
much mischief, by picking the fruit 
from the trees, and flying off with it, 
They are particularly fond of figs 
and grapes, and are very bold, al- 
ways returning immediately, though 
one or more of the party are shot. 
9th. We had a large proportion 
of white people at ohurch. Last 
night one of our women met with a 
very providential escape. . She was 
lying asleep, when a large serpent 
waked her by crawling across her 
face and body. She lay quite still, 
fearing to stir, till the animal had 
retreated,| without injuring her. 
She now came, and expressed great 
thankfulness to God for her preserv- 
ation, in which we cordially joined. 

March Ist. Two men and two 
women obtained leave to live on our 
land. | 

21. We read the governor’s letter 
to our congregation. Five children 
were baptizedto-day. We also had 
the pleasure to receive a lett¢r from 
the Lutheran minister at:Capetown. 
He writes : 

“I returm you fthany thanks for 
the loan of the minutes of the con- 
ference of Lutheran and other min- 
isters at Hernhut. It gave me very 
great joy to perceive by them, that 
things are not quite so bad, in re- 
spect to the Christian religion in 
Germany, as I had been led to fear ; 
and I even hope, that it may grow 
better, if but each of us, instead of 
watching the’ failings of others, were 
sincerely bent upon following the in- 
junction of ‘the apostle, ** So run 
that ye may obtain ;” and if we did 
not sit idle in that_ sphere of action, 
which is appointed to each of us. 
May God bless you With his grace, 
and with health, and strengthen you 
and your faithful brethren at Gna- 
denthal ; (aname given by govern- 
or Jansen to the particular place at 
Bavianskloof, where the brethren 
and their people dwell, meaning the 
Vale of Grace) “I respect them 

highly 
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highly, and entreat you tocommend 
me to their remembrance and pray- 
ers.” 

- 7th. An aged Hottentot, called 
Wildboy, came to one of the Mis- 
sionaries, and addressed him thus: 
* It is high time that I tell you my 
whole heart. Our Saviour has a 
company here at Bavianskloof; they 
are his children. The devil has 


likewise a company, and they belong’ 


to him. Among the latter, I am 
the oldest at Bavianskloof: but I tell 
you now, that I will no longer be the 
oldest cf the devil’s company, but I 
will come and be the youngest in our 
Saviour’s company.” On inquiring’ 
how long he had been here and 


’ heard the gospel, he answered,  A- 


bove ten years.” Q. Have you 
not heard that Jesus is come as a 
Saviour, offering salvation to all poor 
sinners? A. ‘* Yes, I have. It is 
that very word that follows me eve- 
ry where ; and I believe that Jesus 
is greater than the devil: therefore 
I bid farewel to the devil’s company, 
and beg you and your brethren to 
think of me before the Lord Jesus, 
that he may have mercy upon me, 
and prepare me to be a candidate 
for baptism.” He was shortly af- 
ter added to the candidates. ) 
26th. We were informed that a 
Hottentot man, called William Bron- 


gen, whe formerly lived here, but om 


account of his worse than heathen. 
ish conduct and murderous designs 
against his own brother, was sent 
away, had fallen from his waggon 
near Capetown, and both wheels 
passing over his body, he was so 
much hurt, that he lost his life. 
However, the Lord, in mercy, grant- 
ed him time and grace to repent: 
he confessed his sins and cried for 
pardon ; saying, that he deserved it 
all. The sudden death of his broth- 
er Mark, (January 23d) had great- 
ly disturbed his mind ; and his con- 
science being now awakened, he 
turned with prayer and tears to the 
Lord for mercy. We trust, hé has 
been snatched as a brand out of the 
burning. His father was present, 
and was commissioned by him to tell, 
us, how sorry he was for the griefhis 
bad conduct had put us to, and that 


Vol. V. No. 7. Lu 


Mission among the Hottentots. 274 


he earnestly begged our forgives 
ness. 

27th. A Hottentot couple was 
married in our church. 

April 1. A slave, living about 
three day’s journey from hence, sent 
us a dollar, desiring that we might 
distribute it among the cripples and 
lame people. This man is earnest- 
ly seeking for salvation, and has fre- 
quently been here. He used to stay 
during the whole of Passion-Week, 
but is now prevented from coming by 
iliness. He begged us topray forhim. 
The Passion-W eek wascelebrated in 
the manner usual among us ; and on 
Maunday-Thursday, we partook, in 
the holy communion, of the Lord’s 
body broken, and his blood shed for 
us, for the remission of sins ; remem- 
bering with heartfelt compunction, 
the bitter agony and death of our Sa- 
viour. Sev-ral were present as spec- 
tators, and one was re-admitted. 

In the evening, some visitors con- 
firmed the news we had already 
heard, that it had pleased the Lord 
to'take home to himself our venera- 
ble friend Mr. Schmidt, at Cape- 
town. He was near eighty-four 
years old, and always approved him- 
self as a most faithful and hospita- 
ble friend to our missionaries. 

May 4th. A Hottentot woman, 
who lives about an hour’s walk from 
hence, came to us, having just re- 
cevered a little from a very heavy 
illness. She expressed her earnest 
desire to fifid peace and pardon with 
God: and added, “ O pray for and 
think of me, for I assure you, that 
nothing but the anguish of my mind, 
could have made me creep hither in 
my weak state of body.” 

14th. To-day, one of our baptized 
Hottentots, Philip Titus, departed 
this life happily. He was baptized 
the 2d of April, 1804, by brother 
Marsveld : and we are able to de- 
clare, that, from that time, he ap- 
proved himself as a child of God, 
by which he not only gained the es- 
teem of his countrymen, but was 
much respected by the neighbouring 
farmers, one of whom supplied him 
with necessaries during his illness. 
Towards the end of last year he was 
afflicted with a dropsical complaint, 
and suffered much pain. All of us 

visited 
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visited him frequently, and endeav- 
oured to apply every thing in our 
power to mitigate his sufferings. 
We always found him humbk, yet 
full of joy and peace, steadfastly 
looking to Jesus, and rejoicing in 
@he prospect of a happy eternity in 
the presence of his Redeemer. But 
great as our satisfaction in regard 
to this dear man was, so great was 
our grief on account of the conduct 
of his wife Rachel, who not only 
neglected her poor, helpless hus- 


band in his iHness, but even ran off | 


with a Dutch deserter. About 
eight days before her husband’s 
decease, she returned, and entreated 
his forgiveness for her unfaithful 
conduct. He assured her of the 
same ; after which, to the surprise 
of all our people, she tended and 
mirsed him with the greatest assi- 
duity. Shortly before his -leparture, 
one of the missionaries was called, 
who offered up a fervent prayer, 
commending his dear-bought soul to 
his God and Redeemer. Mention 
being made in the prayer of his wife: 
and children, who were commend: 


ed to the mercy and protection of 


our Heavenly Father, the poor, dis- 
consolate woman begam to weep, 
groan, and tremble all over. Be- 
fore the missionary had concluded, 
his soul went over into a blissful 
eternity, his wife closed his /eyes 
amidst loud weeping. God grant 
that her repentance may proceed to 
real conversion of heart. 

In these’ days we spoke with all 
our communicants. One of them 
said, **1 used to feel much malice. 

inst others, and found that there- 
by I lost sight of our Saviour and 
suffered damage in my soul ; but 
since I have-had the grace given me, 
to know that this is a great sin, I 
call upon our Saviourto help and de- 
liver me from it, and he has chang- 
ed my disposition.” [Evan. Intel. 


a 


EXECUTION OF MURDERERS, 


And the calamitous Event which at- 
tended it. 


On Monday, Feb. 23, John Hol- 
loway and Owen Haggerty, who had 
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been convicted on the 2lst, of the 
murder of Mr. Stee’e on Hounslow 
Heath, in Nov. 1802, were brought 
out to execution on the platform 
before Newgate. As soon as Hollo- 
way ascended the scaffold, he ex- 
claimed aloud, “1 am innocent, 
innocent, by G—d !” and then turn- 
ing round to another part of the 
crowd, he cried, “‘ Innocent, inno- 
cent, mnocent, gentlemen! No 
verdict, no verdict, no verdict, 
gentlemen !. Innocent, innocent !”” 
The cap was then drawn over his 
face. Owen Haggerty looked down- 
ward, and was silent; he made no 
public acknowledgment either of 
guilt or innocence. 

At the same time was executed,,. 
Elizabeth Godfrey, a woman of the 
town, for the murder of Edward 
Prince, by stabbing him in the eye, 
on the 25th of December last, with 
a large clasp knife : in consequence 
of which, he languished until the 
18th of January, ais! then died. 
She behaved with decency. 

The execution of three murder. 
ers attracted the public notice in a. 
very unusual degree. The crowd 
was collecting most of the night. 
At break of day, the streets leading 
to Newgate were filled with people, 
rushing to behold the awful spec- 
tacle ; and about seven o’clock the 
whole street was closely filled with. 
spectators. The pressure was ex- 
ceedingly increased in consequence 
of a line of carts and coaches reach- 
ing from Newgate Street to Skinner 
Street, and thereby excluding from: 
the view of the gallows all the per- 
sons.occupying the large space at 


‘ the bottom of Giltspur Street ; this 


induced multitudes to press down. 
the Old Bailey from the corner of 
Skinner Street. Before the moment 
ofthe execution, just after 80’clock ; 
the sufferings of many persons be- 
came extreme, and the danger of 
suffocation very: great. When the 
criminals appeared, there was a 
general cry of “* Hats off! Hats off !” 
an attempt to comply with which 
increased the pressure. It was at 
this awful moment that several per- 
sons fell; others were unavoidably 


_ thrown down upon them, and others 


again. 
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again upon them. The shrieks of 
the sufferers, and the screams of 
murder! murder! were inexpres- 
sibly dreadful; but no assistance 
could be afforded. Those who were 
suffocated, or crushed to death, re- 
mained for half an hour, or more, 
before they could be removed. As 
soon as the crowd began to with- 
draw, a most dreadful scene pre- 
sented itself. Twenty-seven dead 
bodies were taken to St. Barthelo- 
mew’s hospital; two to St. Sepul- 
chre’s church, and afew others to 
different places. More than thirty 
persons certainly perished. 

The coroner’s inquest. examined 
minutely into the whole affair ; the 
result of which is under the consid- 
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eration of the city, who will doubt- 
less adopt some method to prevent 
a similar disaster in future. We 
sincerely hope that all carriages will 
be strictly prohibited, for we are 
persuaded the mischief arose chiefly 
from them. 
This catastrophe is extremely af- 
fecting! The death of so many 
persons in perfect health, and at an 
unexpected hour, when curiosity 
prompted to behold the death of 
others, and who were thus precipi- 
tated into the eternal world, is pe- 
culiarly distressing to humanity, 
and affords a fresh comment on 
that striking sentence, ‘In gthe 

midst of life we are in death !” 
[ Evan. Mag. 


a. | 





Obituary. 


An Account of the Conversion and Exercises of Mrs. Abbe Ward, of ———, 
in the County of Essex, New Fersey, written by herself. 


“From my youth up,’ I had 
checks of conscience, remorse and 
anxiety concerning a future state ; 
but none of these proved permanent. 
Having a pious father to instruct 
me, I was often constrained to form 
resolutions to attend to the things 
of religion; but found that I had no 
heart to execute my purposes. It 
pleased God to send upon me great 
afflictions in a married state; yet 
experience proved that the greatest 
trials could not subdue my proud, 
unsanctified heart. It required as 
great an effort of omnipotent 
power, as to ¢reate a world from 
nothing. 

Sometimes I used to be greatly 
troulfied with the suggestion, that if 
I was one of the elect, I should be 
saved’; if not, there was no help for. 
me,~do what I might. At other 
times my mind was distressed with 
an apprehension that I had commit- 
ted the unpardonable sin ; and then 
it‘would be suggested, that all my 
fears and concerns would avail noth- 
Ing. It appears to me that Satan 


was suffered to use any artifice in 
his power to lead me to eternal ruin. 

Thus did I live, (with deep humil- 
iation I desire to speak it) in hard- 
ness of heart and blindness of mind, 
yielding to the suggestions of Satan, 
and led captive at his will, until I 
arrived at the age’ of fifty. Being 
then in apoor state of health, and 
unprepared for death and judgment, 
I thought an interest in Christ of 
great importance ; but my prospect 
of finding mercy at that age appear- 
ed so very small, that I thought God 
never intended mercy forme. Then 
would my wicked heart rise against 
him, his sovereignty, decrees, and 
laws. The horrid idea would arise 
in my mind, thatif I could get above 
God, or hide from his presence, it 
would afford me some relief. But 
knowing that impossible, my anxie- 
ty remained, and all things appear- 
ed dark and gloomy. 

At this time our ever dear and 
long to be remembered Mr. 





was settled here; for whose pious 
labours and instructions I hope I 
shall 
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shall have reason to bless God 
through a never ending eternity. 
Many alarming discourses did I 
hear from this excellent man, that 
came like a sword to my heart. 
One in~particular from 1 Kings, 
Xvili. 21. How long halt ye between 
two opiniens 2? On this occasion he 
made use of such pressing argu- 
ments to induce all to accept an of- 
fered Saviour immediately, and to 
be on the Lord’s side, that I really 
thought I longed to be of that happy 
number. But there appeared an 
insurmountable difficulty in the 
way, independent of my own-will ; 
for as yet I was unacquainted with 
the opposition and stubbornness of 
my heart, which kept me from 
Christ. And now, being exceed- 
ingly depressed in my spirits, Iknew 
not what to do; for my mind was as 
dark as darkness itself. 

One evening, after the family had 
all retired, (for I was unwilling they 
should know my anxiety) I opened 
the Bible, to see if I could find any 
relief; and the first words which 
I fell upon were those in Hab. ii. 
1—S. These words were set home 
with such power upon my mind, 
that I resolved from that time to 
improve every opportunity to attend 
on the means of God’s appointment, 
not without some degree of hope 
that deliverance would come, though 
I should wait long for iz, 

Some time after this, I had an 
interview with Mr.——, as he was 
visiting his congregation. He ask- 
ed me some questions concerning 
the state of my mind, and whether 
I entertained a hope that I’ had 
made my peace with God, I con- 
fessed to him that I did not; but 
Oh! how did it grieve my heart, 
at this age, to be without hope and 
without God in the world. I gave 
him to understand something of the 
anxiety of my mind, although, be- 
fore this, I had. scarcely ever di- 
vulged it to my nearest friend... He 
gave me some good advice, accom-, 
panied with encouragement, and 
exhorted me no longer to reject the 
offers of salvation. He said that. 
the time had now come for me to, 
sack in earnest the salvation of my 


Conversion of Mrs. Abbe Ward. 


[ Dee. 


soul. At this time there was a great 
revival of religion in the congrega- 
tion; and God. was awakening and 
hopefully bringing many. precious 
souls to himself. His words, I have 
often thought, were to me hke applee 
of gold in pictures of silver.* And 


* Ag she lay upon her dying bed, 
near five years afterwards, she gave 
the compiler of this narrative the fol- 
lowing account ; that previously to the 
abowe mentioned interview, she had 
supposed herself too far advanced in 
years to obtain mercy, but that some- 
thing which Mr. said to her on 
that occasion, encouraged her to set 
out :n earnest to seek salvation. With- 
in a day or two after this, being in- 
Sermed of an interview which Mr.—— 
had taken pains to obtain with a young 
man, with a view to his spiritual ben- 
efit, she was much affected, and retir- 
ing to her room cast herself on her 
bed. Here God revealed himself to 
her. She told me that she could not 
have thought it possible for God ia 
reveal so many things to.a mind in so 
short a time. She saw a highway 
paved to God, and to the throne.of ‘grace 
by Christ. She saw her sins as she 
never saw them before. She did not 
know how God would. dispose of ;her 
in a future world ; yet she was so full 
of joy in the wiew,of God and Christ, 
that the transport seemed too much for, 
her nature to sustain. At. length she. 
arose, and was led by a secret, irre- 
sistible influence to the Bible, which 
lay in a part of the room.;, breaking 
out, and saying, as she approached it, 
** The Lord is my rock; in him will 
I trust.” She epened tothe Psalme. 
Whatever she read appeared new, and 
to contain a meaning whigh she was 
now able to understand. The. first 
two verses. of the 18th Psalm, in par- 
ticular, were.so sweet to her thats she 
could not rest till she had prevailed on 
Mr. to make them the theme of 
asermqn. She did net wish to read 
those bannages which spoke. of ene- 
mnies ; for she felt that she was no one’s 
enemy, and had no enemy herself. It 
became her custom, when she found 
a passage of scripture. peculiarly pre« ' 
cious and weighty, to, mark the page 
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. . And now, being entered on my 

fifty third year, on Thursday, the 
Sth day of July, 1802, (O amazing 

ace and condescension!) I hum- 
bly hope I found deliverance. God 
was pleased at this time, in a,pe- 
culiar manner, to set my sins 
in order before me.~ From my 
youth up my life appeared to have 
been polluted with sins, which 
seemed like mountains of insupport- 
able weight. I saw before me an 
awful gulf, a bottomless pit, and 
discovered my great exposedness 
to God’s everlasting wrath. I be- 
held God seated on a throne of jus- 
tice; a holy, just, sinhating God. 
I could now take all shame and 
blame to myself. Isaw myself such 
a dreadful sinner, that my mouth 
was completely shut. Isaw no way 
of escape ; but surrendered myself 
unconditionally into. the hands of 
God, not knowing his will concern- 
ing me. Sin now appeared in all 
its odious colours. I saw that God 
could justly send me to the lowest 
hell. All my past prayers and per- 
fermances appeared ‘so selfish and 
polluted, that I wished them re- 
moved as far from me as the east is 
from the west. 

All my wicked objections agzinst 
the sovereignty of God and his eter- 
nal decrees were removed. Oh! 
what a sweet trust and reliance on 
the mercy of God in Christ did I 
now experience. My dreadful load 
of guilt was entirely gone ; and in- 
stead of being sentenced to everlast- 
ing misery,-I found myself encir- 
eled in a Saviour’s arms. I now 


by introducing a thread between the 
leaves. And so many passages were 
set home upon her heart, that her 
threads became insensibly multiplied, 
uatil in ashort time she found, to her 
surprise, as many as forty places 
marked in this manner. She enjoy 

seasons of very high communion with 
God. . In a society, one evening, she 
enjoyed more happiness in a few min- 
utes, (as she confidently informed me 
in her, last sickness) than she had en- 


jayed in fifty years of sin. But itis 


better to hear the account of her con- 
wersion from her own lips. ' 
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saw how God could be just in justi- 
fying such a sinner; that through 
the complete atonement and righte- 
ousness of Christ our head, I should 
be presented faultless before the 
Father, without spot, or wrinkle, or 
any such thing. Heaven was repre- 
sented to my view as a place of 
spotless purity, where nothing shall 
ever enter that defileth, ahabitation 
for holy saints and angels. The 
sting of death, which had formerly 
been such a terror to me, was en- 
tirely taken away ; and the only re«- 
son why I now desired to live was, 
that I might render some little ser- 
vice to@:y God and Saviour, in pro- 
moting his kingdom and interest in 
the world. There appeared such a 
fulness and willingness in Christ to 
receive all that would come to him, 
that 1 was astonished that I had so 
long refused to come. Oh! how 
did I long that poor sinners might 
come and taste and see that the 
Lord was gracious. With what de- 
testation did I now look upon my past 
life and my misimprovement of pre- 
cious time! How did ‘my tears 
flow! tears, I hope, of humble con- 
trition for my many abuses of sueh 
a God! a God of strict justice, ho- 
liness, and purity, that would by no 
means clear the guilty; yet full of 
compassion, ready to forgive all who 
put their trust in him. A sweet 
calm ensued, and something like a 
still small voice speaking peace to 
my soul. I could not refrain from 
rapturous praises, saying, the Lord 
is my rock, in him will I trust. 

All this time I was in doubt what 
these things meant. Can it be pos- 
sible, said I, that this can be a: 
change of heart? It is too much! 
too great a thing! 
praise God; I must trust in him; I 
must leve and adore his great name. 


My heart now delighted much in, 
reading the fifth chapter of the Rey-. 


elation, where the angels are repre- 


sented as standing around the 


throne, “* Saying, with a loud voice, 
worthy is the Lamb that was slain 
to receive power, and riches, and 
wisdom, and strength, and honour, 


and glory, and blessing. And every. 


creature 


Yet I must. 
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ereature which is in heaven, and on 
the earth, and under the earth, and 
such as are in the sea, and all that 
are in them, heard I, saying, bless- 
ing, and honour, and glory, and pow- 
er, be unto him that sitteth upon the 
_ throne, and tothe Lamb forever and 
ever. And the four beasts said, 
Amen. And the four and twenty 
elders fell down and worshipped him 
that liveth forever and ever.” I 
thought it was no wonder that they 
were unable to stand ; “or who, that 
dees behold only a glimpse of his 
glory, is able to stand before him ? 
The holy scriptures now appeared 
in a different light from wi they 
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had ever done before. I was much 
delighted in reading the Psalms of 
David. There seemed such a sweet, 
refreshing food in them, that I had 
a longing desire to join the dear 
Psalmist in praising, trusting, and 
rejoicing in the Lord; saying, * I 
will love thee, O Lord, my strength. 
The Lord is my rock, and my for- 
tress, and my deliverer ; my God, my 
strength, in whom I will trust ; my 
buckler, and the horn of my salva- 
tion, and my high tower.” Psalm 
xviii. 1, 2. | 

I know not how better to express 
my thankfulness than in the words 
of Maria De Fleury : 


** Thy sovereign grace, Spirit divine, I sing ; 
Fountain of holiness, of life and love! 

Great glorifier of a Saviour’s name ; 

Revealer of the hidden things of God. 

Thy new creating voice bade me awake 

From nature’s sleep, the dreadful sleep of sin, 
To all the joys of light and life divine ; 


To all the 


liss of immortality ! 


Of pardon’d sin, and fellowship with God, 
Through the rich streams of a Redeemer’s blood, 
Of sin subdued, and a triumphant hope 
Of the bright glories of eternity. 
Come, holy Comforter! descend and dwell 
In my cold heart ; warm it.with heavenly fire ; 
Make it thy temple, tune my stamm’ring tongue 

. Yo lofty notes of praise, such as thy love 


Deserves, O ever blessed Trinity, 


One undivided glorious Deity ; 

One self existent and eternal God, 

My Father, Saviour, everlasting Friend. 
Let every power of wy. redeemed soul 


Be dedicate to thee ; 


t every pulse 


Beat high for thee, and every breath aspire 
In grateful hallelujahs to my God.” 


The following was added during 
her last illness : 
“ Many passages of scripture 
whichIformerly had passed over with 
ect have since filled my heart 
with love and admiration. For in- 
stance, when our blessed Saviour, 
aking to the woman of Samaria 
with so much mildness, tells her 
that the water that he would give to 
believers, should be in them a well 
of water springing up into everlast- 
mg life. Everlasting life! How 


giuch is contained in those precious 
words ! how exceedingly rich his 





promises ! Not only are we deliver- 
ed from death eternal, but we are 
made kings and priests forever un- 
to God, heirs of the inheritance of 


. the saints in light, partakers of that 
‘weight of glory; that exceeding 


weight of glory '—where sin and 
sorrow shall never come, where all 
tears shall be wiped away ! and all 
this of his self moving compassion !' 
Well might the sodtie cry out, “O! 
the depth of the riches ‘both of the 
wisdom and knowledge of God! 
how unsearchable are his judg- 
ments,and his ways past finding out!” 

I have 
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I have often had very pleasing re- 
fiections on being so nearly allied to 
our blessed Saviour, as to be a mem- 
ber of his body. The words “ I am 
the vine, ye are the branches,” ap- 
peared great and glorious beyorid 
expression. Many other texts I in- 
tended to have mentioned, and also 
my public covenanting with God, to- 
gether with the many conflicts that 
I have had with indwelling sin : but 
as I am now lying on a bed of sick- 
ness, in all probability near my 
journey’s end, and not able to write 
myself, I must pass these things 
over in‘Silence. For these three or 
four years past, I have bean most 
earnest in my. supplications to the 
Almighty God that he wowd be 
with me in my last hours ; that I 
might not meet death with surprise ; 
that he would lift upon me, in that 
hour, the light of his blessed coun- 
tenance ; that if I have not glorifi- 
ed him in my life, I may in my 
death: and may God of his infinite 
mercy grant this, through Jesus 


' Christ our Lord. Amen.’’ 


These were the last words she 
ever wrote. The person to whom 
she committed the above paper has 
the satisfaction to remark, that this 
last prayer was not left unanswered. 
The desire to glorify God in her 
death, ‘if she had not in her life,” 
was much in her heart and on her lips. 
During the whole of her confine- 
ment, she had those clear, discrim- 
inating views, that exquisite sense 
of sin, that deep abasément, that 
fear and love of God, that dread of 
false motives in conversation, and 
that supporting and ever triumphant 
view of Christ, which réndered her 
conversation very impressive and 
instructive. It caused the distin- 
guishing truths of religion, and the 
deep feelings of experimental —_ 
ness to appear as rea/ities, and gave 
convincing proof of their existence. 
To go into her room, was to get in- 
to a.new world ; the change was as 
great, as from a careless congrega- 
tion isito one full of the Holy Ghost. 

She had always experienced a 
constitutional dread of the pangs of 
a gradual death. 
ges of her sickness, she was beset 
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with the apprehension of protracted 
sufferings, and feared that her pa- 
tience would not endure the test, 
God delivered her from what she 
feared. After she had become 
mostly confined to her bed, she ex- 
pressed great gratitude that she had 
descended so near to the grave with 
so little suffering. She was sur. 
prised to find that she had endured 
nomore. She could not call it pain, 
it was so easy to bear it with the pa- 
tience given her. It was even ren- 
dered *‘ sweet” by the reflection 
that “it was carrying her home.” 
The thoughts of home, she said, 
often made her actually forget her 
sufferings. ‘I am sometimes in 
pain,” said she, ** without seeming to 
know it.” She panted for a world 
of everlasting purity. When re- 
minded that she was going to her 
pious parents, she seemed not to re- 
gard it, but replied with emotion, 
““T am going, I hope, to a place 
where there 1s nosin.” The thought 
of recovering her health and return- 
ing into the world was very dis- 
tressing to her. She earnestly de- 
sired to depart and to be with Ohrist. 
In the beginning of March, she ask- 
ed one who stood by her, whether 
he thought she should see the end 
of that month. Being answered in 
the negative, she replied with pe- 
culiar emphasis, ‘‘O! I do rejoice 
when I hear people say so.” The 
time of her departure was, however, 
more remote. Her life gradually 
ebbed, without any abatement of 
her patience, till the 22d of May, 
1807 ; when she died, we trust, te 
live forever. [ Evan, Int. 
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CHARACTER OF MR. 
ING. 


Oo. SPAULD- 


“ Let him, who has tears, be pre- 
pared to weep.” 


DrowneED, in Connecticut river, 
on the 29th July last, Mr. O_tver 
SPAULDING, in the 22d year of His 
age, son of Mr. Phinehas Spauld- 
ing of Jaffrey, and member of the 
junior class of Dartmouth college. 
The circumstances of his death 
were the following: On the day of 

his 
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his decease, he, with several of the 
students of collége, went to the riv- 
er for the purpose of bathing: Mr. 
Spaulding, being not much accus- 
tomed to swimming, and getting ac- 
eidentally into the depth and cur- 
rent of the stream, sunk and went 
to the bottom ; where he is suppes- 
ed to have Jain six or seven minutes 
before those, who were present, 
could find him ; when he was taken 
out and brought to the shore, where 
all the assistance,: which medical 
skill and tender affection could ad- 
minister, was applied for an hour 
and a half; but, alas; all was vain! 
his Creator had summoned his soul 
into the world of spiAts. Whether 
he was seized by a fit or some other 
disorder, that he could nat be re- 
suscitated, is uncertain; but too 
true, itis, Dartmouth saw one of 
her fairest and worthiest sons slum- 
ber in death, while she is doomed to 
lament his sad and untimely fate. 
“© And is heno more,”— 

He, who so lately seemed the can- 
didate for unrivalled usefulness ? 
Possessed of a vigorous and strong 
constitution, he was active, spright- 
ly, and persevering. To a sound 
mind and brilliant talents, he added 
unremitted application, which ena- 
bled him to make rapid proficiency 
im his studies. Nor was he less es- 
teemed for his private virtues, than 
fr his splendid abilities. Moral and 
exemplary in his conduct, he was an 
amiable companion, a faithful friend, 
and dutiful son. Esteem2d by his 
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instructors, and beloved by his class- 
mates and acquaintances, with deep 
regret, they lament his sudden and 
untimely departure. In him socie- 
ty has lost a valuable member, 
Dartmouth is robbed of a bloom- 
ing flower, and his relatives are de- 
prived of a worthy son and brother. 
Then let us mingle with them the 
tears of sympathy, condole in their 
afflictions, and assauge the grief 
which pierce their swelling bosom. 
Though their fondest expectations 
have been suddenly blighted, may 


they not repine at the will of God ¢ 
but remember, ‘“ when, lié com- 
mands we must covey.” 

The’ deceased was interred 


with that respect, which the so- 
lemnity of the occasion demanded. 
The corpse being carried into the 
meeting-house, where a prayer be- 
ing made, an appropriate eulogy on 
the death of the deceased was pro- 
nounced by his classmate, Mr. Ich- 
abod Bartlett. 

Thus, O sons of Dartmouth! you 
have seen one of your number, in the 
bloom of youth, snatched from you, 
and committed to the silent dust. 
No more shall you lock with him 
the arm of friendship, no longer 
wander with him over the fields of 
science. To you it is a loud call; 
it is the voice of God, which bids 
you be virtnous and wise, that when 
you are called from hence, you may 
be prepared to join the grand as- 
sembly of the blessed.” 
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TO MY SOUL. 


Poor hapless, helpless, hopeless 
thing, ~ 
Say, what is thy desire, 
Since all the flow’rs that grace the 
spring, 
And all that summer seasons bring, 
Can nought of joy inspire ! 


Dost thou for riches vainly sigh? 
Or honour’s empty show ? 

Or dost thou look with envious eye 

Qn those by pow’r exalted high 
Above the crowd below ? 


7 
Can these, e’en all of them combin’d, 
In all their varied forms, 
Afford contentment to the mind, 
For immortality design’d, 
Midst life’s tempestuous storms ? 


Ah, no! ’tis Friendship’s generous 
And sympathizing eye [glow 

That constitute our bliss below ! 

No greater boon can Heav’n bestow 
On mortals doom’d to die! 


Grant me, my God, this one request, 
And I will ask no more ! 
Qh let me, with thy friendship blest, 
Enjoy in thee that heav’nly rest 
To which my wishes soar ! 





